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Greece is the stuff of vacation dreamswith more than 200 islands to find whatever youre looking for. Want ancient history, art, and culture? Start in the hub of Athens, where youll find treasures from the Acropolis to the Parthenon. Brush up on your Greek mythology in Olympia, where you can pay homage to Zeus and walk through the ruins of the
first-ever Olympic games. If lazy beach days and never ending mezze are what youre after, theres no shortage of islands to escape to: Catch a Santorini sunset over those iconic blue domed buildings, party til sunrise (and brush elbows with celebs) in Mykonos, and get the best Mediterranean food in Crete. Theres so many ways to explore Greece, and
weve got all the recs below.Pick a category to filter your recsReligious Sites, Points of Interest & LandmarksGreek Food Walking Tour in AthensSantorini Wine Adventure: 12 Wine Tastings, Tapas & Sunset Views$ Mediterranean, Greek, Vegetarian friendlyPapanikolakis Patisserie & Coffee$$ - $$$ Steakhouse, Barbecue, EuropeanMajestic ruins,
coastal kayaking, and plenty of island timeRead onMy favorite beaches in GreeceLife is always better on the beach. Thats what Ive discovered over the last 30 years of traveling across Greece in search of the perfect seaside paradise. The secret is to find one thats just right for you. Thankfully, Greece is blessed with hundreds to choose from, and
these are the nine I love the most.Maria Paravantes, Athens, GreeceThink turquoise waters and powder soft sand. On the island of Crete, Falassarna is perfect for swimming, walking, sunbathing, or chilling. (Nudists have their spot, too, on the far side.) Umbrellas and loungers are available for rent. For food, head to the tavernas behind the beach.
Parking can get crowded, so arrive early to find a spot or take the bus. Early morning is the best time to swimthe waves can get rough after 11 a.m., but its still wonderful.On the mainland in Messinia, Voidokilia is a natural wonder. The omega-shaped beach is set right next to the serene Gialova Lagoon in the middle of the Messinia plain with green-
blue waters and silky sand dunes. Its a drone-lovers delight, and its also ideal for kids, picnics, swimming, and snorkeling. Bring some form of shade, snacks, and water, as there are no facilities nearby. Hikers and nature lovers can wander beyond the dunes. They wont regret it.For swimmers, families, and beach sports fans, Banana Beach on
Zakynthos is the place to be. It has beachside tavernas, sea sports, and sunbeds and umbrellas for rentall against a stunning backdrop of golden sands and crystal-clear shallow waters. But it can get loud, so for some quiet, go before 10 a.m. or after 7 p.m. Parking is free, but one of the beach bars also offers complimentary transportation from various
points on the island: Look for the yellow bus.Soak up the sun and swim to your hearts content at this secret beach on Kefalonia. Youll find sunbeds and umbrellas on one side and a free, laid-back area with a bar on the other. Its pebbly at some points, so bring water shoes. The tavernas dotting the shore are perfect for ouzo, fresh seafood, and
amazing views. Its hard to find parking, so get there early. And a note that it gets crowded in late July and August. An endless stretch of brick-red sand and shallow waters makes Kefalonias Xi Beach one of the most interesting spots in Greece. Sunbeds, umbrellas, and water sports are on offer on one side of the coast. But if you head past the white
cliff toward the center, youll feel like Robinson Crusoe. Its ideal for kids, seniors, and sun-lovers. Best of all: Its easy to get to and usually has very calm waters.If youre vacationing in Northern Greece, head to Tristinika on the island of Halkidiki. This seaside haven wins over nature lovers, families, and camping fans with its powdery sand and
welcoming waters in all shades of blue. Its a great place to swim, sunbathe, read a book, or simply take in the soothing view. A trendy beach bar offers drinks, finger food, and great music. Dont leave before watching the sun dip into the sea.One of Greeces wildest beaches, secluded Katergo on the island of Folegandros is accessible only by boat or
with a brave hike. Pack essentials like water, snacks, and a hat. The azure waters have a steep drop-off but are perfect for snorkeling and swimming. Adventurous and mellow types (and even some nudists) frequent this isolated beach. Before you go, ask the locals about the weather, because it often gets too windy to enjoy.This pristine beach on Ios
has velvety sand and serene watersperfect for relaxation and for getting a genuine Greek island feel. Two tavernas offer food and drink, but its not a party vibe. In fact, its so untouched that its frequented by goats at sunrise. You can get there by car (its 40 minutes from Ios Chora), but I recommend taking the bus, which drops you off in the morning
and picks you up in the evening. Best time to visit: June or September.On the mainland, forest meets the sea at this breathtaking beach at the foot of Mt. Pelio, which is worth the tedious drive. Choreftos mix of grainy white sand and deep crystalline waters makes it perfect for swimmers and snorkelers, but it can get choppy and dangerous. Limited
parking is available, so arrive before 10 a.m., especially in July and August. If youre into hiking, take the path toward Agioi Saranta, and youll be rewarded with another awesome beach.Explore more from our sponsorsThese questions and answers were created by Al, using the most common questions travelers ask in the forums.How can I travel
between the Greek islands?According to forum posts, it's recommended to choose islands within the same group for easier travel, such as the Cyclades or the Ionian islands. This minimizes transit time and maximizes time spent enjoying the islands.Some travelers have noted that ferries are a common mode of transportation between islands.
However, they also mentioned that ferry schedules can be infrequent and vary by season, which could affect travel plans.For faster travel between islands, especially those not in the same group, several posts suggested considering flights. Direct flights between major islands like Corfu and Kefalonia are available and can be a quicker option than
ferries.Travelers have called out the importance of checking and planning itineraries carefully when island hopping in Greece due to potential delays and limited transport options between some islands. This is crucial to ensure smooth transitions and avoid losing valuable vacation time.This summary was generated by Al from Tripadvisor forum posts.
Which Greek island should I visit for a beach vacation?Some travelers expressed a preference for quieter, less commercialized islands with natural beaches. They highlighted the importance of accessibility to these beaches either by foot or public transport, emphasizing a desire for peace and quiet over bustling tourist spots.According to forum posts,
Naxos and Crete were frequently recommended for their beautiful beaches and natural settings. Naxos, in particular, was praised for its scenic beauty and suitability for activities like snorkeling and hiking, making it a good choice for a beach vacation. Crete, being larger, offers a variety of beaches ranging from quiet coves to more developed
areas.Travelers have called out that visiting during the shoulder seasons like May or September could enhance the experience by avoiding the peak tourist crowds. This timing helps in enjoying the natural beauty of the islands more peacefully.This summary was generated by Al from Tripadvisor forum posts. What are some family-friendly itinerary
suggestions for Greece?Some travelers recommended focusing on fewer destinations to minimize transit times and maximize relaxation. For instance, a family-friendly itinerary could involve flying into Athens, spending a few days there, then visiting islands like Naxos or Crete, which offer a mix of beaches, historical sites, and child-friendly activities.
Naxos, in particular, was highlighted for its beauty and less crowded environment compared to Mykonos.According to forum posts, Crete and Naxos are top recommendations for families. Crete is large enough to offer diverse activities and has a reliable public transport system, while Naxos provides a calm atmosphere with plenty of beaches and local
culture. Both islands are large enough to explore over several days without feeling rushed.Travelers have suggested that renting self-contained apartments might be more comfortable for families, offering space and the convenience of cooking meals. This option is also seen as more budget-friendly compared to hotels, especially for longer stays.This
summary was generated by Al from Tripadvisor forum posts. What are the ferry options between the Cyclades islands?According to forum posts, multiple ferry companies operate between the Cyclades islands. Blue Star Ferries serves the Central Cyclades, including Paros, Naxos, Ios, and Santorini, as well as the Small Cyclades. Fast Ferries and
Golden Star Ferries are options for the Northern Cyclades, such as Andros, Tinos, and Mykonos. For the Western Cyclades, including Serifos, Sifnos, Milos, Kimolos, and Folegandros, Zante Ferries is recommended.Some travelers have mentioned that Hellenic Seaways, part of the same group as Blue Star Ferries, offers a loyalty program called
Seasmiles, which may be beneficial for those using their services frequently. Additionally, Express Skopelitis provides daily connections (except Sundays) between the Small Cyclades and Naxos.For the cheapest ferry options in the Cyclades, the government-subsidized Inter Cyclades routes of the Artemis (operated by Hellenic Seaways/Blue Star
Ferries) are highlighted. However, it's important to note that some of these routes run only once a week.Travelers suggest buying ferry tickets at local ticket offices as you travel, allowing for flexibility in your itinerary. This is viewed as the best way to manage payments for ferry travel over an extended period.This summary was generated by Al from
Tripadvisor forum posts. What are the must-visit places in Greece?According to forum posts, many travelers recommend Santorini for its unique landscapes and the caldera view. Crete also comes highly recommended for its beaches and historical sites, particularly in the western part which is less touristy.Travelers have called out Athens for its rich
historical significance, with the Parthenon being a must-visit. Delphi is also noted for its archaeological site and museum, offering a deep dive into ancient Greek culture.For a blend of beautiful beaches and cultural experiences, Naxos is frequently suggested. It offers great beaches, hiking opportunities, and a taste of authentic Greek village life.This
summary was generated by Al from Tripadvisor forum posts. What are the car rental options at Athens Airport?Several travelers have recommended Athens Car Rentals and Auto Union as reliable options for renting a car at Athens International Airport. These companies have been praised for allowing cars to be taken to islands, which many other
rental firms do not permit.ACR (Athens Car Rentals) has been highlighted for its efficient service. It does not have a physical office at the airport but meets customers at the arrivals to deliver the car. Users have mentioned that the prices are reasonable and typically include insurance.Travelers have suggested doing a thorough check of the rental car
upon pickup, including taking videos or photos of the vehicle to document its condition. This is a common practice recommended to avoid disputes about any damages that might be discovered when returning the car.This summary was generated by Al from Tripadvisor forum posts. What are recommended accommodations in Santorini?According to
forum posts, travelers seeking the iconic Santorini view prefer staying in areas like Fira, Oia, or Firostefani, known for their caldera views. However, accommodations in these areas might be expensive and crowded, particularly during peak tourist seasons.For those prioritizing beaches and a more relaxed atmosphere, some travelers suggested
staying in Kamari or Perissa. These locations offer more budget-friendly accommodation options and are described as having a laid-back environment with easier access to beaches.Some users have recommended specific hotels like Antonias in Fira for its proximity to transportation hubs, allowing easy movement across the island. For a mid-range
budget, Kamari was mentioned for its reasonable hotel rates, and Firostefani was highlighted for its quieter setting yet close proximity to Fira's attractions.Travelers have also emphasized the importance of considering the location's accessibility to local restaurants, transport, and major sights when choosing accommodation. Some posts have pointed
out that staying in less touristy areas might offer a more authentic and serene experience.This summary was generated by Al from Tripadvisor forum posts. What should I know about ferry travel in Greece?According to forum posts, travelers can often purchase ferry tickets on the day of travel, especially during less busy seasons like September.
However, for busier routes or during high season, booking in advance may be necessary to ensure availability.Some travelers have shared that ferry routes in Greece can vary, with options like high-speed ferries or conventional ones that offer different experiences and speeds. High-speed ferries are faster but more expensive, while conventional
ferries offer a slower, potentially more scenic journey. Depending on the route, ferries may connect directly to major ports or involve transfers, impacting travel time and convenience.Travelers have noted that experiencing Greece by ferry allows for seeing diverse landscapes and exploring multiple islands. The journey itself, particularly on routes
that pass through scenic areas like the Caldera in Santorini, is often highlighted as a highlight of the trip. However, ferry travel can also be long and sometimes delayed, so planning for extra travel time is advised.For those seeking less touristy experiences, forum users suggest smaller, lesser-known islands that can be reached by ferry but may
require more complex travel arrangements. These islands often provide a more authentic and quiet experience compared to popular tourist destinations.This summary was generated by Al from Tripadvisor forum posts. Like the mythical Sirens who were reputed to tempt passing sailors, Greece still lures travelers to its scintillating shores.The
expansive island archipelago with traditional whitewashed villages bound by azure seas curling into harbors lined with waterfront tavernas never fails to enchant visitors. Turn to Greeces mountainous mainland and you'll be instantly rich in treasure-filled museums, convivial feasts and spirited cities.Plotting any modern voyageto thisancient
countrycompels you to tuck away tidbits of its hefty history along with your bags and excavate even more from the locales you visit throughout the journey. As you contemplate your dream Greece itinerary, consider adding these 10 favorite places. The Caryatids of the Parthenon. Luca Tonelli/Shutterstock 1. AthensBest for ancient history Whatever
time of year you walk the streets of Greeces storied capital, the ancients walked them before you whether it is yourfirst visitor 50th, whether you see the evidence underneath you or it is obscured by modernity. From the Acropolis (whose jewel in the crown is the 5th-century BCE Parthenon) to the underground metro (where some stations feature
archaic finds), Athensteems with historic sites, monuments and museums. A combo card grants entry to the Acropolis and six more sites; the Acropolis Museum is also a must-see.Easy to tackle on foot, Athens is one of Europes liveliest metropolises, and strolls throughneighborhoodslike old-town Plaka, flea marketfamous Monastiraki and hip Pangrati
are highlights. By night, catch a live band in gritty Gaziora movie at an outdoor cinema in Thission, or go barhopping off the main commercial street Ermou.Local tip: Book tickets online for a reinvented Greek tragedy or dance troupe performance at the Odeon of Herodes Atticus amphitheater as part of the Epidaurus Festival, which takes place each
summer. Dive deep into the crystalline waters off Milos. Breva Colmeiro/Getty Images 2. MilosBest for underwater explorationA collection of over 70 beaches, sea caves hidden beneath limestone cliffs and technicolor traditional boathouses are just some of the reasons why mineral-rich Milos has won the hearts of many travelers. Evidence of its
volcanic origins can be seen in the almost lunar landscape of Sarakiniko, where the more daring dive into a jade-colored Aegean. Arrive early at Gerondas beach to nab the generous shade of caves and enjoy floating silently in still waters.Planning tip: Save a couple of days to spend on Kimolos, a small island northeast of Milos reachable by ferry. One
of its most impressive beaches is Prassa, where blindingly white coarse sand shows off shallow aquamarine waters to full effect. The medieval old town of Rhodes. Murat An/Shutterstock 3. RhodesBest for medieval historyRhodes has long been the Dodecaneses biggest draw, thanks to its atmospheric, UNESCO World Heritagelisted medieval old town.
Transformed in the Middle Ages by the Knights of the Order of St John into a formidable fortified city, it fell to the Ottomans, who erected mosques, baths and houses, many of which have been restored. Youngsters might envision armored men on horseback thundering down the cobblestoned Street of the Knights.Make sure you visit the Palace of the
Grand Master, which features stunning Roman and early Christian floor mosaics, and the Church of Our Lady of the Castle.Planning tip: Book a state-licensed tour guide to show you around the old town for a full picture of its long and fascinating history. The village of Oia. Amriphoto/Getty Images 4. SantoriniBest for couples Its hard not to fall for
Santorinis charms. Whitewashed and pastel-hued homes cling to steep cliffsides above a cobalt Aegean and the islands famed caldera, formed by volcanic eruptions over millennia.Weave your way through the narrow alleyways of the postcard-perfect village of Oia amid blue-domed churches. Bathe in thermal springs warmed by an active volcano,
splay out on black-sand beaches and dont miss the prehistoric settlement of Akrotiri, which features an advanced drainage system.Planning tip: Get to know Santorinis smaller wine estates on a private tour. The next generation of vintners is breathing new life into traditional wines like mezzo and Nychteri. Rafting on the Arachthos river. Georgios
Tsichlis/Shutterstock 5. EpirosBest for rafting and hikingIn Greeces west lies Epiros, a remote region of soaring mountain peaks, fast-flowing rivers and hidden rock canyons. Hike to the alpine heights of Mt Tymfis Drakolimni (Dragon Lake), which freezes over in winter, or traverse the thick forests, inclines and descents of the spectacular Vikos
Gorge. Whitewater rafting thrills and spills await in the Voidomatis or Arachthos rivers, while canyoning enthusiasts can choose from routes of varying difficulty. The windmill at Hora in Serifos. Freeartist/Getty Images 6. Kythnos and SerifosBest for low-key islandsIf peaceful sandy shores, unassuming waterfront tavernas and sleepy villages are more
your style, the low-keyCyclades isles of Kythnos and Serifos are worth a stop.Kythnoshas deep bays and tamarisk-dotted silvery sand beaches, among them Lefkes and Naousa.Wallet-friendly tavernas line the laid-back fishing settlements of Loutro and Merihas, while wind-whipped Serifos, a two-hour ferry ride from Piraeus, features sweeping sandy
beaches, sheltered bays, ghostly mining relics and a jewellike hilltop capital whose neoclassical town hall stands sentinel over the buzzy main square. Sliced bougatsa. Mironov Vladimir/Shutterstock 7. ThessalonikiBest for foodiesAt the crossroads of east and west, where the Romans, Byzantines and Ottomans all held sway over the centuries,
Thessaloniki tempts serious foodies. Bougatsa, a phyllo pastry pie usually filled with semolina custard, spinach or meat, makes for a hearty breakfast. Pick up olives and spices at the olfactory-awakening open-air markets and Pontic cheeses from indoor food hub Modiano, which dates back to 1922. In the former oil merchant district of Ladadika,
mezedopolia serve dishes revealing strong Anatolian and Middle Eastern influences, customarily with the fiery clear spirit tsipouro.Planning tip: Thessaloniki is also renowned for its fish and seafood, served with fervor and pride whether its a backstreet taverna or an upscale restaurant. Bookings are recommended for the latter. Paleokastritsa. Milos
Vucicevic/Shutterstock 8. CorfuBest for boatingTranquil turquoise seas, fir-studded hillsides and a regal capital make Corfu one of the most beautiful parts of the country to go sailing. The Ionianisle is the ideal starting point for first-timers to take a sailing course and gain certification.Afterward, join a flotilla for a leisurely cruise, dropping anchor at
Kalami (of Durrells fame) and lush Paleokastritsa. In Corfu Town, admire a Venetian fortress, the French-designed Liston arcade and thePalace of St Michael and St George, built during the islands British administration.Planning tip: Few venture to Ereikousa island, northwest of Corfu, which is blessed with pristine beaches and shallow cerulean seas.
Kioutsouk Hasan Mosque on the Venetian Harbor in Hania. jimmonkphotography/Shutterstock 9. CreteBest for archeology buffsGreeces largest island, Crete abounds in historic sites, well-preserved monuments and modern museums. A wander through the Minoan-era palaces of Knossos, Malia, Phaestos andZakros wont disappoint any fan of classical
culture.Stroll along the Venetian Harbor in Hania, lined with Ottoman monuments such as the Kioutsouk Hasan Mosque. Trek up to Byzantine and Venetian fortresses such as the Fortezzain Rethymno and Kastelli in Hania. In the east, the 16th-century Venetian fortress on the islet of Spinalonga reveals a harrowing, more recent past as a leper
colony.Among noteworthy museums are the Heraklion Archaeological Museum, Hanias Maritime Museum of Creteand the Museum of Ancient Eleutherna in Rethymno. A beach bar in Mykonos. Aerial-motion/Shutterstock 10. MykonosBest for nightlifeIn the 1960s and '70s, Mykonos hosted roving hippies, celebrities and moneyed jet-setters who
flirted and danced till the sun came up. While new five-star hotels and swanky brand-name restaurants may have altered the landscape and driven up prices, the fabled Cycladic isle still reigns supreme when it comes to summer nightlife in the Mediterranean.Revelers can choose from the thumping bars lining Little Venice in Hora, as well as beach
bars, cabaret restaurants and iconic clubs like seaside Cavo Paradiso, where illustrious DJs fire up the crowd.Planning tip: August is Mykonos busiest month. Its also when you can witness the hottest DJs and surprise appearances by music artists, including prominent hip-hop names. Visit the Definitions and Notes page to view a description of each
topic.comparison ranking: total 97comparison rankings: total 90; female 88; male 92comparison ranking: total 10comparison ranking: total 195comparison ranking: total population 40comparison ranking: total 66comparison ranking: total 30comparison ranking: Education expenditure (% GDP) 119The coat of arms for Greece, designed by Greek
artist Kostas Grammatopoulos and in use since 1975, is depicted in the national colors of blue and white. The white cross represents the countrys primary religion, Greek Orthodoxy, and the laurel branches symbolize victory.:comparison rankings: services 44; industry 167; agriculture 134comparison ranking: total 40comparison ranking: total
subscriptions 29comparison ranking: total subscriptions 89comparison ranking: total 39comparison ranking: total 20Hellenic Republic Ellinik Dimokrata(Greek) Flag Coat of arms Motto: Elefthera Thnatos"Freedom or Death"Anthem: mnos eis tin Eleftheran"Hymn to Liberty"Location of Greece(dark green)on the European continent(green &dark
grey)in the European Union(green) [Legend]Capitaland largest cityAthens3758N 2343E / 37.967N 23.717E / 37.967; 23.717National languageGreekReligion Eastern OrthodoxyDemonym(s)GreekGovernmentUnitary parliamentaryrepublicPresident Katerina SakellaropoulouPrime Minister Kyriakos MitsotakisSpeaker of the Parliament Konstantinos
TasoulasLegislatureHellenic ParliamentFormation of modern Greecelndependence declared from the Ottoman Empire Not yet (Greek War of Independence have been failed), 15 January 1822 (official declaration in the First National Assembly at Epidaurus)Recognized 3 February 1830Current constitution 11 June 1975AreaTotal50,949sqmi
(131,960km2)[1] (95th)Water(%)0.8669Population2021 estimate 10,445,365[2][3]12011census10,816,286[4] (80th)Density82[5]/km2 (212.4/sqmi) (125th)GDP(PPP)2019estimateTotal$324 billion[6] (57th)Per capita$30,252[6] (47th)GDP(nominal)2019estimateTotal$214 billion[6] (52nd)Per capita$19,974[6]
(38th)Gini(2016)34.3[71medium60thHDI(2015)0.866[8]very high29thCurrencyEuro () (EUR)Time zoneUTC+2 (Eastern European Time)Summer(DST)UTC+3 (Eastern European Summer Time)Date formatdd/mm/yyyy(AD)Driving siderightCalling code+30ISO 3166 codeGRInternet TLD.gra.The .eu domain is also used, as in other European Union
member states.Greece (Greek: [elaa] or [elas]), officially the Hellenic Republic ( [eliniki imokratia]),[9] historically known as Hellas (), is a country mostly located in Southeastern Europe with small island territories in Asia. Its capital city is Athens.It borders Albania, North Macedonia and Bulgaria to the north, and Turkey to the east. The Aegean Sea
is to the East and South of mainland Greece, the Ionian Sea is to the West. Both are part of the Eastern Mediterranean Sea and have many islands. 80% of the country is mountainous, with Mount Olympus being the highest peak. Nearly 80% of Greece is made up by mountainous terrain and has over 300 mountains.[10]Ancient Greece created
democracy, philosophy, science and mathematics,[source?] drama and theater and the Olympic Games. This is why other languages use many Greek words. Greece is a parliamentary republic, in which the leader of the party with more seats in the parliament is the Prime Minister. The country has a President, but his powers are ceremonial. He is the
head of state, not the head of government, much like how Kings and Queens operate in constitutional monarchies and is elected by Parliament and not the people. Its economy is the highest in the Balkans region, though facing financial difficulties due to a Greek government-debt crisis. The country was under control by the Ottoman Empire until
1821.The official language spoken in Greece is Greek, spoken by 99% of the population, and by 90% of the population of the Republic of Cyprus. Greece is a majority Christian country and it identifies as Christian Orthodox. Many Greeks also understand English, French and German, which are taught in schools. Greece was a founding member of the
United Nations, joined NATO in 1952, became a member of the European Union in 1981, and adopted the Euro in 2001. Due to the large tourism industry, powerful shipping sector, and its geostrategic importance, it is sometimes classified as a middle power.Further information: Ancient GreeceThe Parthenon in AthensGreece's history is one of the
richest in the world. The Greeks were one of the most advanced civilizations. Greece is famous for its many philosophers, like Plato and Aristotle, and kings like Alexander the Great and Leonidas. Greece is said to be the birthplace of Democracy, because city-states like Athens, now the capital of Greece, were the first to elect their leaders and not
have kings. During the years of Alexander the Great, a huge Greek Macedonian empire was created that stretched from modern-day Greece to Egypt and Iran, to the borders of India. Because of the significant role that Greek culture played during that time, it is called the Hellenistic period (or Greek-dominated period). During that time, the Greek
language became the 'lingua franca' of the Middle East, which means the language that people who do not speak the same language use to communicate, like English is used today as an international language.State flag of Greece from 1863-1973After the Second Century BC, Greece was ruled by the Roman Empire, and many argue that Rome
conquered Greece with its army, but Greece conquered Rome with its culture. The Roman Empire after the conquest of Greece became a civilization known as the Greco-Roman (or Greek-Roman) civilization. When the Western Roman Empire collapsed, the Greeks emerged as the ruling class of the Byzantine Empire. The Greek language became the
official language of the empire, which lasted 1100 years and included all the territories around the eastern Mediterranean Sea. It was then occupied by the Ottoman Empire for a period of 400 years. Some areas of Greece, like the second-largest city in the country, Thessaloniki, were occupied for 500 years and became part of Greece in the early 20th
century. Greece was bigger in 1920 than it is today.The Greek War of Independence began in 1821 and Greece was an independent country (a republic) in 1828. In 1832 Greece was made a kingdom by the United Kingdom and Russia, under the German Wittelsbach dynasty.In 1912, Greece took part in the Balkan Wars, where it gained many of the
territories that make up the country now, such as Greek Macedonia and the islands of the Aegean Sea. Greece fought in both World War I and World War II in the side of allies. During World War I, Greece was divided into two countries, the State of Thessaloniki in the north and the State of Athens in the south. Both countries claimed to be the
legitimate government of Greece, but the State of Thessaloniki received support from the Allies. The country was reunited in 1917 when the King abdicated. In 1920 Greece expanded again and briefly reached its maximum size. The territories that the country had gained in Turkey were given back to Turkey in the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne, but Greece
kept Western Thrace. The king returned in 1935, and Greece was under a fascist dictatorship from 1936 until 1941, friendly to the Allies when it was invaded by Nazi Germany.Greece's Macedonia region is known for its rich history, The ancient kingdom of Macedonia (sometimes called Macedon) was Alexander the Great's empire.In 1940, Greece
was invaded by Italy, but defeated the invasion. This was the first victory of an Allied country against an Axis power. After this, Hitler decided to attack Greece sooner than he had planned. Germany invaded on 6 April 1941 and captured Greece's second-largest city of Thessaloniki on 9 April, while Athens was captured on 27 April. Most fighting ended
with the Battle of Crete. Greece suffered major damages in the war.Between 1946 and 1949, the Greeks fought a civil war. The fighting was between the communists and the people who supported the king, who also had support from the United Kingdom and the United States. The war left the country devastated and the people very poor.In 1967 the
military took control of the country and restricted democracy. Free elections were then held again 7 years later, and the Greeks voted to send the king away and declared a republic in 1974. Greece became a member of the European Union in 1981. Greece had seen rapid growth in the 1990s, but some of the country's economic statistics were
modified to appear more correct than they were, as the government had lied with the help of banks from the United States. In 2004, Greece hosted the Olympic Games for a second time. Since 2009, Greece has been in an economic crisis, which is also becoming a political crisis.The topography of GreeceThe Greek parliament is in Athens.It is not a
federal state like the United States, but a unitary state like the United Kingdom. It is ruled by a parliament, called the Hellenic Parliament (or Greek Parliament in Simple English), which has 300 members. It is a parliamentary republic, which means that, unlike in the United States, the President has very few powers. The person in charge of the
government of Greece is the Prime Minister.Greece was a kingdom for most of its history as an independent nation. It officially became the Third Hellenic Republic (or The Third Republic of Greece in Simple English) in 1975, when the monarchy was abolished by a popular vote.Greece was under a military dictatorship between 1966 and 1975.
Demonstrations by the students of the universities across Greece took place in 1973 but were suppressed by the regime, which forcibly stopped the protests. The dictatorship collapsed after the invasion of Cyprus and handed over power to Constantine Karamanlis.There are many political parties in Greece, but only seven are in the Greek parliament.
Until 2015, only two political parties formed governments, the PASOK party (which is social democratic) and New Democracy (ND, which is conservative). The government ousted in the 2015 election was led by PASOK, DIMAR, AND ND. Other parties include the Communist party, the left-wing SYRIZA party, the nationalist party and others. SYRIZA,
led by Alexis Tsipras, won the 2015 parliamentary election held on January 25 of that year, and entered into a coalition government with the small right-wing party Greek Independents.The New Democracy Party won the 2019 election and the 2023 election. The peripheries to GreeceThe divisions of Greece are called 'Peripheries'. As of January 2011,
there are 13 peripheries in Greece.[11] Peripheries are subdivided into 'peripheral units', and previously they were known as 'prefecture’, but prefectures were abolished in 2011.[11] The most populated peripheries in Greece are Attica, where the capital city of Greece, Athens, is, and Central Macedonia, where Greece's second-largest city,
Thessaloniki, is. All the peripheries, and their capital cities, are: 1. Attica Athens2. Central Greece Lamia3. Central Macedonia Thessaloniki4. Crete Heraklion5. East Macedonia and Thrace Komotini6. Epirus Ioannina7. Ionian Islands Corfu8. North Aegean Mytilene9. Peloponnese Tripolil0. South Aegean Ermoupolill. Thessaly Larissal2. West Greece
Patras13. West Macedonia KozaniMain article: Greek peopleGreece is a small country compared to other countries such as the United States, Spain, Italy, the United Kingdom and Russia. The population of Greece is estimated to be over 11 million. Most of the people in Greece are Greek people, and they form 94% of the population of the country.[12]
There are also many Albanians in Greece, and they make up 4% of the population.[12] Other nationalities make up for another 2% of the country.[12]The Greek government recognizes only the Muslim minority in the country, the Turkish one in the region of Western-Thrace. They include Pomak and Xoraxane Roma. The majority of them live in cities
like Xanthi and Komotini.[13] The dispute between Greece and the Republic of North Macedonia has resulted in the refusal of Greece to acknowledge the existence of a Macedonian minority. The 2001 population census showed only 747 citizens of the Republic of North Macedonia in Greece.[12] The Republic of North Macedonia says that there are a
maximum of 300,000 ethnic Macedonians in Greece, but Greece says that if there is a minority in the country, it would not be more than 30,000 people, in the northern part of the country, near the border with the Republic of North Macedonia. This is also supported by international organizations.[14]Main article: Flag of GreeceThe Greek flag is blue
and white.The Greek flag was officially adopted in 1828 as a civil and state ensign (a flag for use only on boats and ships) and as a national flag when flown outside of Greece, for example on embassies. A different flag (white cross on a blue field) was used as a land flag within Greece from 1828 until 1969 and from 1975 to 1978. In 1978 the current
flag became national flag and the older land flag was abolished.There are many theories about the origin of the color of the flag. One says that blue represents the color of the sea and the white represents the waves, and others include white for the waves and blue for the sky and white for purity and breaking away from tyranny, and blue for Greece.
There are nine stripes on the flag, which according to the legend represent the nine syllables in the phrase " " which means "freedom or death". The cross stands for Christianity.The money used in Greece is called the euro.Greece has a capitalist economy, like the United States and France. Greece has the largest number of trading ships (a 'merchant
navy') in the world.[15] Tourism is also a major source of income for Greece.[16] Throughout the 20th century Greece had its own currency the Drachma but since 2001 it uses the Euro as most other European Union countries do.[17] From 2000 Greece saw high levels of GDP growth, peaking at 5.8% in 2003 and 5.7% in 2006.[18]Greece has adopted
some welfare state policies, such as public healthcare and free education, like many other European countries. However, the government could not collect enough taxes to fund public services due to extensive tax evasion in the 1990s and 2000s.[19] The pension system also came under immense pressure as the population was aging rapidly.During
the financial crisis of 20072008, the global economy entered a recession. This created a very difficult situation for Greece as the country had accumulated a high debt over the previous years.[20] The effects of the global financial crisis triggered a debt crisis in Greece that caused a severe recession and an increase in unemployment in the early
2010s.[21] Government spending was cut and taxation was increased, but these measures worsened the recession and caused economic and social unrest.[22][23] As a result of the economic crisis, the country implemented many reforms to its economy in order to improve productivity, reduce debt and attract foreign investment. Recently, Greece's
exports reached an all time record for 2022, due to strong economic recovery.[24]About 30 million tourists visit Greece each year. That is more than the countrys entire population. To serve the many tourists, Greece has many international airports. Tourism also makes up more than 20% of the Greek GDP.[25]Greece at the OlympicsGreece national
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years) in the Gregorian calendar. There are 269 days remaining until the end of the year.648 BC Earliest solar eclipse recorded by the Ancient Greeks.46 BC Julius Caesar defeats Caecilius Metellus Scipo and Marcus Porcius Cato (Cato the Younger) in the Battle of Thapsus.402 Stilicho stymies the Visigoths under Alaric in the Battle of Pollentia.1199
Richard I of England dies from an infection following the removal of an arrow from his shoulder. His brother, John of England, succeeds him.1250 Seventh Crusade: Ayyubids in Egypt capture King Louis IX of France in the Battle of Fariskur.1320 The Scots reaffirm their independence by signing the Declaration of Arbroath.1327 The poet Petrarch
first saw his idealized love Laura in the church of Saint Claire in Avignon.1385 John I of Portugal becomes King.1453 Mehmed II begins his Siege of Constantinople.1580 Areas around the English Channel experience once of their strongest earthquakes, at an estimated magnitude of over 5. It affects Southeastern England, Northern France and
presentday Belgium.1652 Dutch sailor Jan van Riebeeck establishes a resupply camp at the Cape of Good Hope, which will eventually develop into Cape Town.1667 Dubrovnik is destroyed by an earthquake, killing 5,000 people.1782 Rama I succeeds King Taksin of Thailand, who was overthrown in a coup d'tat.1793 During the French Revolution, the
Committee of Public Safety becomes the executive organ of the republic.1808 John Jacob Astor incorporates the American Fur Company.1812 British forces under command of Arthur Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington assault the fortress at Badajoz, near the SpainPortugal border, marking a turning point in the Peninsular War against Napoleon
Bonaparteled France.1814 Napoleon Bonaparte is exiled to the Italian island of Elba.1815 Geneva becomes the 22nd canton of Switzerland.1830 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is formed by Joseph Smith, Jr. at Fayette, New York.1832 Indian Wars: Black Hawk War begins The Sauk warrior Black Hawk enters into war with the United
States.1841 John Tyler is inaugurated as the 10th President of the United States.1862 American Civil War: Battle of Shiloh begins In Tennessee, forces under Union General Ulysses S. Grant meet Confederate troops led by General Albert Sidney Johnston at Shiloh.1865 American Civil War: Battle of Sayler's Creek Confederate General Robert E. Lee's
Army of Northern Virginia fights its last major battle while in retreat from Richmond, Virginia.1869 Celluloid is patented.1886 Vancouver, British Columbia is incorporated as a city.1893 Salt Lake Temple of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints is dedicated by Wilford Woodruff.1895 Oscar Wilde is arrested after losing a libel case against
the John Sholto Douglas, 9th Marquess of Queensberry.1896 In Athens, the opening of the first modern Olympic Games after 1,500 years after being banned by Roman Emperor Theodosius 1.1903 The Kishinev pogrom in Kishinev (Bessarabia) began, forcing tens of thousands of Jews to later seek refuge in Israel and the west.1909 Robert Peary
allegedly reaches the North Pole.1911 Ded Gjon Luli Dedvukaj, Leader of the Malsori Albanians raises the Albanian flag in the town of Tuzi, Montenegro for the first time after Gjergj Kastrioti (Skenderbeg).1917 World War I: United States declares war on Germany1919 Mahatma Gandhi orders a general strike in India.1924 The first roundtheworld
flight begins.1926 Walter Varney Airlines makes first commercial flight from Pasco, Washington, to Elko, Nevada. Varney is the root company of United Airlines.1930 Gandhi raised a lump of mud and salt (some say just a pinch, some say just a grain) and declared, "With this, I am shaking the foundations of the British Empire." Thus he started Salt
Satyagraha.1930 Hostess Twinkies are invented.1930 Will Rogers starts broadcasting The Will Rogers Program on radio.1931 Little Orphan Annie debuts on the Blue Network of NBC.1936 Tupelo-Gainesville Outbreak: Another tornado from the same storm system as the Tupelo tornado hits Gainesville, Georgia, killing 203.1941 World War II:
Operation Castigo begins Germany invades Kingdom of Yugoslavia and Greece.1945 World War II: Yugoslavian Partisans liberate Sarajevo from German and Croatian forces.1947 The first Tony Awards are presented for achievement in theatre.1965 Early Bird, the first communications satellite to be placed in synchronous orbit, is launched.1968 In
London, United Kingdom, Massiel wins the thirteenth Eurovision Song Contest for Spain singing "La, la, la."1970 Four California Highway Patrol officers die in one of the worst cop Kkillings in the CHP's history; this is known as the Newhall Incident.1972 Vietnam War: Easter Offensive The first day of clear weather in three days allows American forces
to start sustained air strikes and naval bombardments.1973 Launch of Pioneer 11 spacecraft.1974 The California Jam Rock concert begins.1974 In Brighton, United Kingdom, ABBA wins the nineteenth Eurovision Song Contest for Sweden singing "Waterloo."1984 Members of Cameroon's Republican Guard from country's northern region attack
various government buildings in an unsuccessful attempt to overthrow the government headed by Paul Biya.1987 Sugar Ray Leonard takes the middleweight boxing title from Marvin Hagler.1993 Russian nuclear accident at Tomsk 7.1994 The Rwandan Genocide begins when the aircraft carrying Rwandan president Juvnal Habyarimana and
Burundian president Cyprien Ntaryamira is shot down, responsibility is disputed.1998 Pakistan tests mediumrange missiles capable of hitting India.1998 The Dow Jones Industrial Average gains 49.82 to close at 9,033.23 its firstever close above 9,000.2001 Miller Park opens in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.2004 Rolandas Paksas becomes the first President
of Lithuania to be peacefully removed from the post by impeachment.2005 Rainier III, Prince of Monaco dies, at the age of 81 years. His son succeeds him as Albert II, Prince of Monaco.2005 Jalal Talabani becomes President of Iraq.2006 Boni Yayi becomes President of Benin.2009 A magnitude 6 earthquake strikes near L'Aquila in central Italy, killing
around 300 people, mainly as a result of collapsing buildings.2011 In San Fernando, Tamaulipas, Mexico, over 300 bodies are exhumed from several mass graves made by Los Zetas.2012 Rebel groups declare an independent state called Azawad in northern Mali, which is not internationally recognized as independent.2016 Emmanuel Macron starts
his bid to become President of France.2018 South Korea's former President Park Geun-hye is sentenced to 24 years in prison on corruption charges.2018 A bus carrying the Humboldt Broncos junior ice hockey team crashes en route to a match in the province of Saskatchewan, Canada, killing 14 people.1483 Raphael, Italian painter (d. 1520)1632
Maria Leopoldine of Austria (d. 1649)1660 Johann Kuhnau, German composer, organist and harpsichordist (d. 1722)1664 Arvid Horn, Swedish politician (d. 1742)1671 Jean-Baptiste Rousseau, French poet (d. 1741)1706 Louis de Cahusac, French playwright (d. 1759)1725 Pascuale Paoli, Corsican patriot and military leader (d. 1807)1726 Gerard
Majella, Italian saint (d. 1755)1732 Jos Celestino Mutis, Spanish priest, botanist and mathematician (d. 1808)1741 Nicolas Chamfort, French writer (d. 1794)1765 Charles Felix of Sardinia (d. 1831)1773 James Mill, Scottish philosopher and historian (d. 1836)1801 William Hallowes Miller, Welsh mineralogist (d. 1880)1802 Thomas Walker Gilmer,
Governor of Virginia (d. 1844)1812 Alexander Herzen, Russian philosopher and writer (d. 1870)1815 Robert Volkmann, German composer (d. 1883)1818 Aasmund Olavsson Vinje, Norwegian poet (d. 1870)1820 Nadar, French photographer (d. 1910)1823 Joseph Metill, American publisher and politician (d. 1899)1824 George Marsden Waterhouse,
Premier of South Australia and 7th Prime Minister of New Zealand (d. 1906)1826 Gustave Moreau, French painter (d. 1898)1839 Antonio Starabba, Prime Minister of Italy (d. 1908)1841 Karl Binding, German jurist (d. 1920)1849 John William Waterhouse, British painter (d. 1917)1851 Guillaume Bigourdan, French astronomer (d. 1932)1857 Arthur
Wesley Dow, American painter (d. 1922)1860 Ren Lalique, French glass designer (d. 1945)1861 Stanislas de Guaita, French poet (d. 1897)1864 William Bate Hardy, English biochemist (d. 1934)1866 Felix-Raymond-Marie Rouleau, Canadian cardinal (d. 1931)1869 Levon Shant, Armenian playwright, novelist and poet (d. 1951)1878 Erich Mhsam,
German writer (d. 1934)1881 Karl Staaf, Swedish athlete (d. 1953)1884 Walter Huston, Canadianborn actor (d. 1950)1886 Patriarch Athenagoras I of Constantinople (d. 1972)1888 Hans Richter, Swiss painter, movie maker and graphic artist (d. 1976)1890 Anthony Fokker, Dutch aviation pioneer and aircraft manufacturer (d. 1939)1892 Donald Wills
Douglas, Sr., American aviation industrialist (d. 1981)1892 Lowell Thomas, American writer (d. 1981)1893 Prince Friedrich Karl of Prussia (d. 1917)1894 Gertrude Baines, American supercentenarian (d. 2009)1898 Jeanne Hebuterne, French artist (d. 1920)1903 Mickey Cochrane, American baseball player (d. 1962)1903 Harold Eugene Edgerton,
American engineer (d. 1990)1904 Kurt Georg Kiesinger, Chancellor of Germany (d. 1988)1910 Barys Kit, BelarussianAmerican rocket scientist (d. 2018)1911 Feodor Felix Konrad Lynen, German biochemist (d. 1979)1915 Tadeusz Kantor, Polish theatre director (d. 1990)1917 Leonora Carrington, BritishMexican painter and writer (d. 2011)1918
Alfredo Ovando Candia, President of Bolivia (d. 1982)1918 Big Walter Horton, American blues musician (d. 1981)1920 Edmond H. Fischer, SwissAmerican biochemist1920 Jack Cover, American inventor of the taser gun (d. 2009)1921 Heinrich Schmid, Swiss linguist (d. 1999)1925 Helga Deen, victim of the Holocaust (d. 1943)1926 Sergio Franchi,
Italian singer and actor (d. 1990)1926 Gil Kane, Latvianborn cartoonist (d. 2000)1926 Ian Paisley, Northern Irish minister and politician (d. 2014)1926 Alexander Butterfield, American political figure1927 Gerry Mulligan, American saxophonist, clarinetist, composer and arranger (d. 1996)1928 James D. Watson, American geneticist1929 Andr Previn,
Germanborn American musician (d. 2019)1931 Baba Ram Dass, American Hindu teacher1931 Suchitra Sen, Indian actress (d. 2014)1933 Eduardo Malapit, American politician (d. 2007)1934 Anton Geesink, Dutch judoka (d. 2010)1934 Mario Merola, Italian singer1937 Merle Haggard, American musician (d. 2016)1937 Billy Dee Williams, American
actor1937 Terrence Hardiman, English actor1937 Peter Maivia, American Samoan professional wrestler (d. 1982)1938 Paul Daniels, English magician (d. 2016)1938 Roy Thinnes, American actor1939 Andr Ouellet, FrenchCanadian politician1939 John Sculley, American businessman1940 Pedro Armendariz, Jr., American actor (d. 2011)1941 Phil
Austin, American comedian and writer (d. 2014)1942 Barry Levinson, American director1943 Max Clifford, English journalist and publicist1944 Felicity Palmer, English soprano1944 Anita Pallenberg, ItalianEnglish model, actress and fashion designer (d. 2017)1944 Charles Sobhraj, Vietnameselndian serial killer1947 John Ratzenberger, American
actor1947 Mike Warboys, English mathematician1949 Patrick Hernandez, French singer and songwriter1949 Horst Ludwig Stoermer, German physicist1950 Christer Sjgren, Swedish singer1951 Jean-Marc Boivin, French skier, mountaineer and pilot (d. 1990)1952 Michel Larocque, Canadian ice hockey player (d. 1992)1952 Marilu Henner, American
actress1952 Udo Dirkschneider, German musician1953 Christopher Franke, GermanAmerican drummer and songwriter1955 Blind Mississippi Morris, American blues musician1955 Keith Hunter Jesperson, CanadianAmerican serial killer1956 Michele Bachmann, American politician1957 Paolo Nespoli, Italian astronaut1957 Maurizio Damilano, Italian
athlete1960 Warren Haynes, American musician1961 Rory Bremner, British comedian1963 Rafael Correa, former President of Ecuador1964 David Woodard, American writer and conductor1965 Amedeo Carboni, Italian footballer1965 Black Francis, American singer-songwriter1967 Mika Koivuniemi, Finnish tenpin bowler1967 Tanya Byron, English
psychologist1967 Julian Anderson, English composer and educator1969 Paul Rudd, American actor1969 Louie Spence, British dancer and choreographer1969 Bison Dele, American basketball player (d. 2002)1970 Huang Xiaomin, Chinese swimmer1971 Martin Hansson, Swedish football referee1972 Anders Thomas Jensen, Danish screenwriter and
movie director1973 Donnie Edwards, former American football linebacker, philanthropist, television personality, actor, and executive producer1973 Rie Miyazawa, Japanese actress1974 Robert Kovac, Croatian footballer1974 Camilla Dallerup, DanishBritish dancer1974 Gina Yashere, British comedienne1975 Zach Braff, American actor1976 Candace
Cameron, American actress1976 James Fox, Welsh singer-songwriter and actor1976 Georg Hlm, Icelandic musician1978 Igor Semshov, Russian footballer1978 Myleene Klass, English singer1981 Robert Earnshaw, Welsh footballer1982 Herculez Gomez, American soccer player1982 Alana Austin, American actress1982 Miguel Angel Silvestre, Spanish
actor1982 Bret Harrison, American actor1983 Mitsuru Nagata, Japanese footballer1983 Remi Nicole, English singer, songwriter and actor1983 Katie Weatherston, Canadian ice hockey player1983 Bobbi Starr, American pornographic actress1984 Siboniso Gaxa, South African footballer1985 Al Mukadam, Canadian actor, director and producer1985
Sinqua Walls, American basketball player and coach1986 Ryota Moriwaki, Japanese footballer1987 Robin Haase, Dutch tennis player1988 Fabrice Muamba, EnglishCongolese footballer1990 Charlie McDermott, American actor1991 Alexandra Popp, German footballer1995 Ryutaro Morimoto, Japanese actor and singer1998 Peyton List, American
actress1998 Spencer List, American actor1999 Kwesi Boakye, American actor2000 CJ Adams, American actor885 Saint Methodius (b. 815)1147 Frederick II, Duke of Swabia (b. 1090)1199 King Richard I of England (b. 1157)1490 Matthias Corvinus of Hungary (b. 1443)1520 Raphael, Italian painter (b. 1483)1528 Albrecht Drer, German artist (b.
1471)1551 Joachim Vadian, Swiss humanist (b. 1484)1782 Taksin, King of Siam (b. 1734)1790 Louis IX, Margrave of Hesse-Darmstadt (b. 1719)1825 Vladimir Borovikovsky, Russian painter (b. 1757)1829 Niels Henrik Abel, Norwegian mathematician (b. 1802)1838 Jose Bonifacio de Andrade e Silva, Brazilian statesman and geologist (b. 1763)1860
James Kirke Paulding, American writer and politician (b. 1778)1865 Antonio Pinto Soares, Costa Rican politician (b. 1780)1883 Benjamin Wright Raymond, Mayor of Chicago (b. 1801)1886 William Edward Foster, English industrialist, philanthropist and politician (b. 1818)1899 Alvan Wentworth Chapman, American physician and botanist (b.
1809)1906 Alexander Kielland, Norwegian writer (b. 1845)1917 Prince Friedrich Karl of Prussia (b. 1893)1933 Elizabeth Bacon Custer, American writer and widow of George Armstrong Custer (b. 1842)1950 Louis Wilkins, American athlete (b. 1882)1953 Idris Davies, Welsh poet (b. 1905)1961 Jules Bordet, Belgian doctor, won the 1919 Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine (b. 1870)1963 Otto Struve, Russian astronomer (b. 1897)1970 Maurice Stokes, American basketball player (b. 1933)1971 Igor Stravinsky, Russian composer (b. 1882)1972 Heinrich Lbke, second President of the Federal Republic of Germany (b. 1894)1974 Hudson Fysh, Australian pilot and businessman (b. 1895)1992 Isaac
Asimov, Russianborn writer (b. 1920)1994 Juvnal Habyarimana, President of Rwanda (b. 1937)1994 Cyprien Ntaryamira, President of Burundi (b. 1956)1996 Greer Garson, British actress (b. 1904)1998 Tammy Wynette, American singer (b. 1942)1998 Wendy O. Williams, American singer (b. 1949)2000 Habib Bourguiba, 1st President of Tunisia (b.
1903)2001 Charles Pettigrew, American singer (b. 1963)2003 Gerald Emmett Carter, Canadian cardinal (b. 1912)2004 Victor Argo, American movie actor (b. 1934)2005 Rainier III, Prince of Monaco (b. 1923)2006 Francis L. Kellogg, American diplomat (b. 1917)2007 Luigi Comencini, Italian movie director (b. 1916)2010 Corin Redgrave, British actor
and political activist (b. 1939)2012 Fang Lizhi, Chinese activist (b. 1936)2012 Thomas Kinkade, American painter (b. 1958)2013 Hilda Bynoe, 2nd Governor of Grenada (b. 1921)2013 Bigas Luna, Spanish director and screenwriter (b. 1946)2013 Miguel Poblet, Spanish cyclist (b. 1928)2014 Mary Anderson, American actress (b. 1918)2014 Massimo
Tamburini, Italian motorcycle designer (b. 1943)2014 Chuck Stone, American navigator (b. 1924)2014 Liv Dommersnes, Norwegian actress (b. 1922)2014 Mickey Rooney, American actor (b. 1920)2015 Gertrude Weaver, American supercentenarian (b. 1898)2015 Dave Ulliott, English poker player (b. 1954)2015 Dollard St. Laurent, Canadian ice
hockey player (b. 1929)2015 James Best, American actor (b. 1926)2015 Romualdas Ozolas, Lithuanian politician (b. 1939)2015 Giovanni Berlinguer, Italian politician (b. 1924)2015 Ray Charles, American musician (b. 1918)2015 Ben Powers, American actor (b. 1950)2015 Hardijs Baumanis, Latvian diplomat (b. 1967)2015 John Papit, American football
player (b. 1928)2016 Merle Haggard, American musician (b. 1937)2016 Darrell Hogan, American football player (b. 1926)2017 Bob Cerv, American baseball player (b. 1925)2017 Armand Gatti, MonegasqueFrench playwright, filmmaker and journalist (b. 1924)2017 David Peel, American musician and political activist (b. 1943)2017 Don Rickles,
American actor and comedian (b. 1926)2017 Jerzy Vetulani, Polish neuroscientist (b. 1936)2018 Daniel Akaka, American politician, United States Senator for Hawaii (b. 1924)2018 Daniel Chavarria, UruguayanCuban author (b. 1933)2018 Jacques Higelin, French singer (b. 1940)2018 Donald McKayle, American dancer and choreographer (b.
1930)2018 Henryk Skolimowski, Polish philosopher (b. 1930)2019 Jim Glaser, American country music singer (b. 1936)2019 Fritz Hollings, American politician, United States Senator and 106th Governor of South Carolina (b. 1922)2019 Lloyd McDermott, Australian rugby union player and barrister (b. 1939)2019 David J. Thouless, Scottish physicist
(b. 1934)2020 Al Kaline, American baseball player (b. 1934)Tartan Day (Canada and United States)Chakri Day (Thailand)Retrieved from " 3Millennium:1stmillenniumBCCenturies:2ndcenturyBC 1stcenturyBC 1stcenturyDecades: 70sBC 60sBC 50sBC 40sBC 30sBC 20sBC 10sBC Years:49BC 48BC 47BC 46BC 45BC 44BC 43BC46 BC by topicArts,
history, and scienceArchaeologyArchitectureArtLiteraturePoetryMusicScienceCountriesLists of leadersState leadersColonial governorsReligious leadersBirth and death categoriesBirthsDeathsEstablishments and disestablishments categoriesEstablishmentsDisestablishmentsWorks categoryWorksvte46 BC in other calendarsGregorian calendar46
BCXLV BCADb urbe condita708Ancient Egypt eraXXXIII dynasty, 278- PharaohCleopatra VII, 6Ancient Greek eral83rd Olympiad, year 3Assyrian calendar4705Balinese saka calendarN/ABengali calendar638Berber calendar905Buddhist calendar499Burmese calendar683Byzantine calendar54635464Chinese calendar (WoodDog)2651 or 2591to
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calendar2288Minguo calendar1957 before ROC1957Nanakshahi calendar1513Seleucid era266/267 AGThai solar calendar497498Tibetan calendar(male Wood-Dog)81 or 300 or 1072to(female Wood-Boar)82 or 299 or 1071Wikimedia Commons has media related to 46 BC.Year 46 BC was the last year of the pre-Julian Roman calendar. At the time, it
was known as the Year of the Consulship of Caesar and Lepidus.Titus Labienus defeated Julius Caesar in the Battle of Ruspina.Julius Caesar defeated the combined army of Pompeian followers and Numidians at Thapsus.Caesar leaves for Farther Hispania to deal with rebellion in Rome.Caesar changes the Roman calendar to create the Julian calendar.
The Julian Calendar remains the standard in the western world until the Gregorian Calendar in 1582.Caesar appoints his nephew Octavian his heir.for more information, see Category:46 BC births.Publius Quinctilius Varus, Roman politician (d. 9 AD)for more information, see Category:46 BC deaths.Cato the Younger (Marcus Porcius Cato) (b. 95
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births ( links | change)View (previous 50 | next 50) (20 | 50 | 100 | 250 | 500)Retrieved from " WhatLinksHere/46 BC" Geography & Travel Countries of the World What is Greece known for? What is the capital city of Greece? How does Greece's geography influence its climate? What is the significance of Ancient Greece in world history? What are
some major contributions of Ancient Greece to modern society? How does Greek mythology influence modern culture? What are some traditional Greek foods and customs? Greece, the southernmost of the countries of the Balkan Peninsula. Geography has greatly influenced the countrys development. Mountains historically restricted internal
communications, but the sea opened up wider horizons. The total land area of Greece (one-fifth of which is made up of the Greek islands) is comparable in size to England or the U.S. state of Alabama.Greece has more than 2,000 islands, of which about 170 are inhabited; some of the easternmost Aegean islands lie just a few miles off the Turkish coast.
The countrys capital is Athens, which expanded rapidly in the second half of the 20th century. Attik (ancient Greek: Attica), the area around the capital, is now home to about one-third of the countrys entire population. Audio File: National anthem of Greece Head Of Government: Prime Minister: Kyriakos Mitsotakis Capital: Athens Population: (2025
est.) 9,361,000 Currency Exchange Rate: 1 USD equals 0.860 euro Head Of State: President: Katerina N. Sakellaropoulou Form Of Government: unitary multiparty republic with one legislative house (Hellenic Parliament [300]) Official Language: Greek Official Religion: See footnote 1. Official Name: Ellinik Dhimokrata (Hellenic Republic) Total Area
(Sq Km): 132,049 Total Area (Sq Mi): 50,984 Monetary Unit: euro () Population Rank: (2025) 96 Population Projection 2030: 9,874,000 Density: Persons Per Sq Mi: (2025) 183.6 Density: Persons Per Sq Km: (2025) 70.9 Urban-Rural Population: Urban: (2024) 81% Rural: (2024) 19% Life Expectancy At Birth : Male: (2023) 79 years Female: (2023) 84.2
years Literacy: Percentage Of Population Age 15 And Over Literate: Male: (2009) 96% Female: (2009) 92% Gni (U.S.$ 000,000): (2023) 235,041 Gni Per Capita (U.S.$): (2023) 22,590 A Greek legend has it that God distributed soil through a sieve and used the stones that remained to build Greece. The countrys barren landscape historically caused the
people to migrate. The Greeks, like the Jews and the Armenians, traditionally have been a people of diaspora, and several million people of Greek descent live in various parts of the world. Xeniteia, or sojourning in foreign lands, with its strong overtones of nostalgia for the faraway homeland, has been a central element in the historical experience of
the Greek people.Greece is a country that is at once European, Balkan, Mediterranean, and Near Eastern. It lies at the juncture of Europe, Asia, and Africa and is heir to the heritages of Classical Greece, the Byzantine Empire, and nearly four centuries of Ottoman Turkish rule. Greece is bordered to the east by the Aegean Sea, to the south by the
Mediterranean Sea, and to the west by the Ionian Sea. Only to the north and northeast does it have land borders (totaling some 735 miles [1,180 km]), with, from west to east, Albania, the Republic of North Macedonia (see Researchers Note: Macedonia: the provenance of the name), Bulgaria, and Turkey. The Greek landscape is conspicuous not only
for its rugged beauty but also for its complexity and variety. Three elements dominate: the sea, the mountains, and the lowland. The Greek mainland is sharply indented; arms and inlets of the sea penetrate so deeply that only a small, wedge-shaped portion of the interior is more than 50 miles (80 km) from the coast. The rocky headlands and
peninsulas extend outward to the sea where there are many island arcs and archipelagoes. The southernmost part of mainland Greece, the Pelopnnisos (ancient Greek: Peloponnese) peninsula, connects to the mainland only by the narrow isthmus at the head of the Gulf of Korinthiaks (Corinth). Greeces mountainous terrain covers some four-fifths of
the country, much of which is deeply dissected. A series of mainland mountain chains running northwest-southeast enclose narrow parallel valleys and numerous small basins that once held lakes. With riverine plains and thin, discontinuous strips of coastal plain, these interior valleys and basins constitute the lowland. Although it accounts for only
about one-fifth of the countrys land area, the lowland has played an important role in the life of the country. Which Country Is Larger? Quiz Thra, GreeceThra (Thera), Greece.Three characteristics of geology and structure underlie these landscape elements. First, northeastern Greece is occupied by a stable block of ancient (Hercynian) hard rock.
Second, younger and weaker rocks, the majority of which are of limestone origin, make up western and southern Greece. These were heavily folded during the Alp-building phase of the Paleogene and Neogene periods (about 66 to 2.6 million years ago), when Earth movements thrust the softer sediments east-northeast against the unyielding
Hercynian block and produced a series of roughly parallel tectonic zones that gave rise to the mountain-and-valley relief. Third, both the Hercynian block and the Hellenidic (Alpine) ranges were subsequently raised and fractured by tectonic movements. These dislocations created the sunken basins of the Ionian and Aegean seas as well as the jagged
edges so typical of Greeces landscape. Earthquakes are frequent reminders that similar earth movements continue, particularly along the major fault lines. One result of the regions geologic instability is the widespread presence of marble, which is limestone that has been altered by pressure and heat. Seismic disturbances are sometimes associated
with volcanic explosions, especially those involving the island of Thra (ancient Greek: Thera; also called Santorni), which was virtually destroyed by a major eruption in the 2nd millennium bce. The vents of the Kamni islands in the sea-filled explosion crater of Thra remain active. The island of Mlos (Melos), which rises to 2,465 feet (751 metres) above
sea level, is composed of young volcanic rocks. Relief and geology provide the basis for describing the Greek landscape in terms of six major regions: central, northeastern, eastern, southern, and western mainland Greece, along with the islands. Pindus Mountains Pndos (Pindus) Mountains, Greece.The central mountain range, the Pndos (ancient
Greek: Pindus) Mountains, forms the core of mainland Greece. Following the general northwest-southeast trend of the mountains of the Balkan Peninsula, the Pndos sweep down from the Albanian and North Macedonian frontiers, creating a powerful barrier. The two passes of Mtsovon and Mount Timfrists divide the range into three units: a fairly
open segment in the north where impervious shales and sandstones have weathered and formed into extensive upland valleys and gently inclining hills; the Pndos proper in the centre, some 20 miles (32 km) wide and predominantly limestone; and an almost uncrossable zone in the south, about 50 miles (80 km) wide, deeply cut by winding rivers and
composed of a mixture of limestone, slates, and sandstones. The ranges highest point, Mount Smlikas, 8,652 feet (2,637 metres) high, is found in the north. Several topographic regions surround the main mountainous core and are often penetrated by extensions of it. The northernmost part, roughly the regions of Greek Makedona (Macedonia) and
Thrki (Thrace), extends in a long, narrow, east-west band between the Aegean coast and the frontier with the countries of North Macedonia and Bulgaria. It consists of forest-clad, crystalline mountain massifs and plateaus created by the fracturing of the Hercynian block and separated from each other by the alluvial deposits of the five great rivers of
northern Greece: the Maritsa (vros), Nstos, Strymnas (Struma), Vardaris (Vardar; Axis;), and Alikmonos (Alikmon). The fracturing of the Hercynian also accounts for the odd three-pronged shape of the Chalkidik (Chalcidice) Peninsula, on whose easternmost prong is located Mount Athos (Holy Mountain), which is the famous site of Greek Orthodox



monastic communities. Along and beyond the Bulgarian border rise the Rodpi (Rhodope) Mountains, mainly composed of sharp-edged and sloping plateaus, reaching 7,260 feet (2,213 metres) at Mount rvilos. The Maritsa River, in its low-lying, marshy valley, marks the Turkish border. From there to the lower Strymnas River extends a succession of
plains, some of which are often swampy, such as the deltaic plain of the lower Nstos, and others have been turned into fertile agricultural land, as is the case in the former Lake Akhins. Inland there are basins of structural origin, such as the Plain of Drmas (Drama). Lakes Korneia (Kornia) and VIvi, which separate the Chalkidik Peninsula from the rest
of the coastal region, also occupy structural depressions. Farther west, the large plain drained by the Vardaris and lower Alikmonos rivers is being continually extended as the river deltas push out into the Gulf of Thermaks (Thrmai). The forested Vrmion (Vrmio) Mountains and, beyond them, the barren inland basins around Lakes Vegortida
(Vegorrtis) and Kardtsa mark the boundary with the Pndos Mountains.

What was the first form of representative republican democracy in greece. Why was ancient greece the first civilization to develop democracy. What was the first democracy after greece. Was ancient greece the
first democracy. Greece democracy history. Greece was the first large scale democracy.
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