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You	know,	I	still	haven’t	met	a	single	learner	that	has	not	struggled	with	the	Spanish	preterite	tense	at	one	point	or	another.	I’m	not	saying	this	to	discourage	you.	In	fact,	the	preterite	(also	spelled	as	preterit)	is	not	nearly	as	bad	as	you	think	it	is.		Is	it	an	important	past	tense?	Heck,	yes!	You’ll	need	it	if	you	want	to	talk	about	past	actions.	For	this
reason,	in	this	guide,	I’ll	focus	on	providing	you	with	crucial	information	about	the	preterite	tense	in	Spanish.		Here’s	what	you’ll	learn	through	this	article:		Preterite	Tense	Conjugations	The	preterite	endings	for	regular	verbs	are:	Subject-AR	verbs-ER	&	-IR	verbsYo-é-íTú-aste-isteÉl	/	Ella	/	Usted-ó-ióNosotros-amos-imosVosotros-asteis-isteisEllos	/
Ellas	/	Ustedes-aron-ieron	So,	all	you	have	to	do	is	add	these	endings	to	the	verb	stem.	Check	the	preterite	form	of	comprar,	comer	and	vivir.		As	you	may	already	know,	the	present	tense	has	many	stem-changing	verbs	in	Spanish.	Verbs	with	spelling	changes	in	the	present	tense	will	also	have	changes	in	the	preterite	tense.		Here	are	the	verbs	and	the
subject	pronouns	you	need	to	watch	out	for:	First	person	singular	(yo)	Verbs	that	end	in	‘-car’,	‘-gar’,	‘-zar’.Third	person	singular	and	plural		You	can	see	the	changes	you	have	to	make	in	the	graphic	below:		Below	are	some	examples	with	the	verbs	vestirse,	tocar,	llegar	and	leer.		[Verb	preterite]	+	[complement]	Yo	me	vestí	y	me	fui.I	dressed	and	left.
Leah	se	vistió	después	de	bañarse.Leah	dressed	after	she	showered.	Yo	llegué	a	la	una	de	la	tarde.I	arrived	at	one	in	the	afternoon.	Los	chicos	llegaron	tarde.The	boys	arrived	late.	Ellas	tocaron	la	puerta.They	knocked	on	the	door.	Yo	no	te	toqué.I	didn’t	touch	you.	¿Ya	leíste	el	libro?Did	you	already	read	the	book?	Oigan,	¿ya	leyeron	el	libro?Hey,	guys,
did	you	already	read	the	book?	Take	Note:	Accent	marks	are	key	for	the	Spanish	preterite	conjugations.	In	writing	situations,	you	only	need	to	add	the	proper	accent	mark.	However,	when	it	comes	to	speaking,	make	sure	to	adjust	your	pronunciation.	Check	the	examples	below.		Yo	canto.I	sing.	Él	cantó.He	sang.	Irregular	verbs	in	the	preterite	tense
Unlike	the	imperfect	tense	in	Spanish,	the	preterite	has	many	irregular	verbs.	These	irregular	verbs	have	significant	changes	on	their	stems	and	they	also	use	slightly	different	endings.		With	the	exception	of	ser	and	ir,	the	endings	for	irregular	verbs	are:	SubjectIrregular	endingYo-eTú-isteÉl	/	Ella	/	Usted-oNosotros-imosVosotros-isteisEllos	/	Ellas	/
Ustedes-ieron	Irregular	endings	do	not	have	an	accent	mark.	Can	you	tell	why?	Because	the	irregularities	of	these	verbs	are	more	than	enough	to	indicate	that	they	are	in	the	preterite	form.		Here	are	some	patterns	of	irregular	verbs	in	the	Spanish	preterite	tense.		Verbs	with	‘uv’	in	the	stem	Estar	–	EstuvAndar	–	AnduvTener	–	Tuv	Verbs	with	‘u’	in
the	stem	Saber	–	SupPoder	–	PudPoner	–	PusCaber	–	CupHaber	–	Hub	Verbs	with	‘i’	in	the	stem		Hacer	–	HicVenir	–	VinQuerer	–	QuisDecir	–	Dij	Derivatives	of	‘traer’	and	verbs	with	a	‘-ducir’	suffix	Conducir	–	CondujTraducir	–	TradujProducir	–	ProdujTraer	–	TrajAtraer	–	Atraj	So	to	conjugate	these	verbs,	you	can	follow	this	formula:	[Irregular	stem]	+
[irregular	ending]	¿Qué	hicieron	el	sábado?What	did	you	guys	do	on	Saturday?	Lo	siento,	tuve	mucho	trabajo.I’m	sorry,	I	had	a	lot	of	work.	Nosotros	estuvimos	enfermos.We	were	sick.	No	supe	qué	hacer.I	didn’t	know	what	to	do.	Ayer	te	pusiste	esa	camisa.You	wore	that	t-shirt	yesterday.	Ser	and	ir	are	also	irregular	verbs.	In	fact,	in	the	preterite
tense,	these	verbs	have	the	same	conjugation.	The	context	can	help	you	tell	which	verb	is	being	used.		PersonSerIrYofuifuiTúfuistefuisteÉl	/	Ella	/	UstedfuefueNosotrosfuimosfuimosVosotrosfuisteisfuisteisEllos	/	Ellas	/	Ustedesfueronfueron	Helen	fue	al	cine.Helen	went	to	the	movies.	Louise	fue	la	mejor	maestra	que	tuve.Louise	was	the	best	teacher	I
ever	had.	Take	Note:	Since	they	have	the	same	conjugation,	it	can	be	hard	to	tell	if	we’re	referring	to	ser	or	ir.	However,	unlike	‘ser’,	ir	is	always	followed	by	the	preposition	‘a’	(to).	This	can	be	an	easy	and	quick	way	to	tell	which	verb	is	being	used.		When	to	Use	the	Spanish	Preterite		As	a	Spanish	past	tense,	the	preterite	refers	to	past	actions	and
events.	However,	this	tense	conveys	that	those	actions	ended	or	were	completed	at	some	point	in	the	past.		We	use	the	preterite	in	Spanish	to	talk	about:	Actions	that	were	completed	in	the	past.Actions	that	began	or	lasted	a	specific	period	of	time	in	the	past.Sequence	of	events	or	actions	completed	in	the	past.	Sentences	in	the	preterite	tense	Below
I’ve	provided	examples	to	clarify	and	illustrate	each	of	these	uses	for	the	preterite	tense	in	Spanish	and	various	situations	in	which	you	can	use	them.	Actions	completed	in	the	past	(Subject	pronoun)	+	[Verb	in	the	preterite]	Hoy	no	desayuné.I	didn’t	have	breakfast	today.	Charlie	compró	un	coche	nuevo.Charlie	bought	a	new	car.	Ellos	limpiaron	su
cuarto.They	cleaned	their	room.	¿Supiste	que	Greg	y	Pam	se	casaron?Did	you	know	that	Greg	and	Pam	got	married?	Actions	that	occurred	or	began	at	a	specific	point	in	the	past	or	lasted	a	specific	amount	of	time	(Subject	pronoun)	+	[Verb	in	the	preterite]		Empecé	a	trabajar	la	semana	pasada.I	started	working	last	week.	Mis	hermanas	nacieron	en
abril.My	sisters	were	born	in	April.	Eleanor	vivió	en	Barcelona	durante	tres	años.Eleanor	lived	in	Barcelona	for	three	years.	En	1950,	mi	abuela	conoció	a	mi	abuelo.My	grandmother	met	my	grandfather	in	1950.		Sequence	of	actions	completed	in	the	past	(Subject	pronoun)	+	[Verb	in	the	preterite]	+	[verb	in	the	preterite]	Ya	lavé	y	sequé	los	platos.I
already	washed	and	dried	the	dishes.	Mis	vecinas	pintaron	y	remodelaron	su	casa.My	neighbors	painted	and	renovated	their	house.	Juan	se	levantó,	desayunó	y	se	fue	a	trabajar.Juan	woke	up,	ate	breakfast	and	went	to	work.	Take	Note:	In	Spanish,	‘desayunar’	is	a	verb	used	to	say	‘to	eat	breakfast’,	which	is	why	we	don’t	need	to	explicitly	use	‘comer’.
Trigger	Words	for	Preterite	Here	is	a	table	with	some	common	time	markers	that	work	with	the	preterite	tense:	SpanishEnglishYaAlreadyAyerYesterdayEl	año	pasado*Last	yearHace*AgoAnocheLast	nightHoyTodayEsta	mañanaThis	morningEn	ese	momentoIn	that	momentUna	vez*One	timeEn	1950*In	1950La	semana	pasadaLast	weekEl	8	de	julio*On
July	8El	otro	díaThe	other	day	Some	notes	about	these	triggering	words:	You	can	replace	‘año’	with	months	and	days.	Just	make	sure	the	article	matches	the	gender	of	the	noun	you	use.	‘Hace’	needs	to	be	followed	by	an	amount	of	time.	‘Una	vez’	is	a	singular	form.	You	can	change	the	number	in	Spanish	to	say	how	many	times	an	action	happened
(e.g.	dos	veces,	tres	veces,	etc).	All	dates	in	Spanish	are	trigger	words	for	the	preterite.		Keep	in	mind	that	trigger	words	are	a	great	help,	but	they’re	not	mandatory.	Additionally,	since	Spanish	is	so	flexible,	they	can	be	placed	before	or	after	the	verb	in	preterite.		La	semana	pasada	vi	a	Claudia.I	saw	Claudia	last	week.	Lauren	renunció	hace	tres
años.Lauren	quit	three	years	ago.	Hoy	no	fuimos	a	la	oficina.We	didn’t	go	to	the	office	today.	Take	Note:	Just	like	in	English,	hoy	(today)	can	be	a	trigger	word	for	the	preterite	tense.	This	is	because	some	actions	you	did	today	are	already	finished.	However,	this	use	is	more	popular	in	Latin	American	Spanish.	In	Spain,	you	would	use	hoy	with	the
present	perfect	tense.		How	to	Tell	When	to	Use	Preterite	or	Imperfect	in	Spanish	The	imperfect	tense	in	Spanish	is	another	past	tense.	This	leads	to	a	common	question–	how	do	you	know	if	you	have	to	use	preterite	or	imperfect?		Before	I	give	you	the	explanation,	check	the	examples	below.		Tip:	don’t	focus	on	the	translation	because	it’s	likely	to	be
the	same	for	both	examples.	Instead,	focus	on	the	Spanish	sentences	and	check	all	the	elements	surrounding	the	verb.	If	you	need	help,	jump	to	the	graphic	below.		Cuando	era	niña,	jugaba	con	mis	hermanos.When	I	was	a	kid,	I	played	with	my	brothers.	Ayer	jugué	con	mi	hermanito.Yesterday	I	played	with	my	little	brother.	Do	you	see	the	difference?	
We	use	imperfect	tense	to	describe	actions	that	we	did	frequently	in	the	past.	These	can	be	habits	or	events	that	took	place	so	often	that	we	cannot	tell	the	specific	moment	when	they	happened	or	how	many	times	they	happened.	Put	another	way	to	help	you	remember	this	rule,	if	we	can’t	perfectly	point	out	a	moment	in	time	when	the	event	or	action
took	place,	then	it	must	be	imperfect.	That’s	the	idea	I’m	delivering	with	example	#1.	Playing	with	my	brothers	was	something	I	did	frequently,	so	I	cannot	tell	you	a	date	or	how	many	times	we	played	together.		On	the	contrary,	the	preterite	in	Spanish	is	way	more	specific.	It	tells	you	exactly	when	I	played	with	my	brother	and	it	also	implies	how
many	times	I	did	this	action…at	least	just	for	yesterday!	I’m	a	better	sister	than	that!		Hopefully,	this	graphic	helps	you	see	this	distinction:		Key	Points	When	talking	about	the	past,	the	Spanish	preterite	refers	to	complete	past	actions.	Here	are	some	rules	and	key	points	that	you	need	to	keep	in	mind:	We	use	the	preterite	tense	to	refer	to:Actions	that
have	a	clear	ending	or	beginning.A	sequence	of	past	actions.	Actions	that	were	clearly	finished	in	the	past.	Some	-IR	stem	changing	verbs	in	the	present	tense	also	have	spelling	changes	in	the	preterite.	This	change	only	affects	the	third	person	singular	and	plural.	Verbs	ending	in	-car,	-gar	and	-zar	have	a	consonant	change	when	being	conjugated	to
the	first	person	singular.	Irregular	verbs	in	the	preterite	tense	have	major	changes	in	their	stem	and	their	endings	are	slightly	different	from	regular	verbs.	Trigger	words	for	the	preterite	tense	refer	to	a	specific	moment	in	time.		We	Spanish	speakers	also	learn	the	preterite	in	school.	But,	why	don’t	we	struggle	with	this	tense	like	many	Spanish
learners	do?	Because	we	use	it	all	the	time	by	speaking	the	language!	So,	to	master	the	preterite,	you	need	to	practice	a	lot!	You	can	start	by	taking	this	conjugation	preterite	quiz.	You	know,	I	still	haven’t	met	a	single	learner	that	has	not	struggled	with	the	Spanish	preterite	tense	at	one	point	or	another.	I’m	not	saying	this	to	discourage	you.	In	fact,
the	preterite	(also	spelled	as	preterit)	is	not	nearly	as	bad	as	you	think	it	is.		Is	it	an	important	past	tense?	Heck,	yes!	You’ll	need	it	if	you	want	to	talk	about	past	actions.	For	this	reason,	in	this	guide,	I’ll	focus	on	providing	you	with	crucial	information	about	the	preterite	tense	in	Spanish.		Here’s	what	you’ll	learn	through	this	article:		Preterite	Tense
Conjugations	The	preterite	endings	for	regular	verbs	are:	Subject-AR	verbs-ER	&	-IR	verbsYo-é-íTú-aste-isteÉl	/	Ella	/	Usted-ó-ióNosotros-amos-imosVosotros-asteis-isteisEllos	/	Ellas	/	Ustedes-aron-ieron	So,	all	you	have	to	do	is	add	these	endings	to	the	verb	stem.	Check	the	preterite	form	of	comprar,	comer	and	vivir.		As	you	may	already	know,	the
present	tense	has	many	stem-changing	verbs	in	Spanish.	Verbs	with	spelling	changes	in	the	present	tense	will	also	have	changes	in	the	preterite	tense.		Here	are	the	verbs	and	the	subject	pronouns	you	need	to	watch	out	for:	First	person	singular	(yo)	Verbs	that	end	in	‘-car’,	‘-gar’,	‘-zar’.Third	person	singular	and	plural		You	can	see	the	changes	you
have	to	make	in	the	graphic	below:		Below	are	some	examples	with	the	verbs	vestirse,	tocar,	llegar	and	leer.		[Verb	preterite]	+	[complement]	Yo	me	vestí	y	me	fui.I	dressed	and	left.	Leah	se	vistió	después	de	bañarse.Leah	dressed	after	she	showered.	Yo	llegué	a	la	una	de	la	tarde.I	arrived	at	one	in	the	afternoon.	Los	chicos	llegaron	tarde.The	boys
arrived	late.	Ellas	tocaron	la	puerta.They	knocked	on	the	door.	Yo	no	te	toqué.I	didn’t	touch	you.	¿Ya	leíste	el	libro?Did	you	already	read	the	book?	Oigan,	¿ya	leyeron	el	libro?Hey,	guys,	did	you	already	read	the	book?	Take	Note:	Accent	marks	are	key	for	the	Spanish	preterite	conjugations.	In	writing	situations,	you	only	need	to	add	the	proper	accent
mark.	However,	when	it	comes	to	speaking,	make	sure	to	adjust	your	pronunciation.	Check	the	examples	below.		Yo	canto.I	sing.	Él	cantó.He	sang.	Irregular	verbs	in	the	preterite	tense	Unlike	the	imperfect	tense	in	Spanish,	the	preterite	has	many	irregular	verbs.	These	irregular	verbs	have	significant	changes	on	their	stems	and	they	also	use	slightly
different	endings.		With	the	exception	of	ser	and	ir,	the	endings	for	irregular	verbs	are:	SubjectIrregular	endingYo-eTú-isteÉl	/	Ella	/	Usted-oNosotros-imosVosotros-isteisEllos	/	Ellas	/	Ustedes-ieron	Irregular	endings	do	not	have	an	accent	mark.	Can	you	tell	why?	Because	the	irregularities	of	these	verbs	are	more	than	enough	to	indicate	that	they	are
in	the	preterite	form.		Here	are	some	patterns	of	irregular	verbs	in	the	Spanish	preterite	tense.		Verbs	with	‘uv’	in	the	stem	Estar	–	EstuvAndar	–	AnduvTener	–	Tuv	Verbs	with	‘u’	in	the	stem	Saber	–	SupPoder	–	PudPoner	–	PusCaber	–	CupHaber	–	Hub	Verbs	with	‘i’	in	the	stem		Hacer	–	HicVenir	–	VinQuerer	–	QuisDecir	–	Dij	Derivatives	of	‘traer’	and
verbs	with	a	‘-ducir’	suffix	Conducir	–	CondujTraducir	–	TradujProducir	–	ProdujTraer	–	TrajAtraer	–	Atraj	So	to	conjugate	these	verbs,	you	can	follow	this	formula:	[Irregular	stem]	+	[irregular	ending]	¿Qué	hicieron	el	sábado?What	did	you	guys	do	on	Saturday?	Lo	siento,	tuve	mucho	trabajo.I’m	sorry,	I	had	a	lot	of	work.	Nosotros	estuvimos
enfermos.We	were	sick.	No	supe	qué	hacer.I	didn’t	know	what	to	do.	Ayer	te	pusiste	esa	camisa.You	wore	that	t-shirt	yesterday.	Ser	and	ir	are	also	irregular	verbs.	In	fact,	in	the	preterite	tense,	these	verbs	have	the	same	conjugation.	The	context	can	help	you	tell	which	verb	is	being	used.		PersonSerIrYofuifuiTúfuistefuisteÉl	/	Ella	/
UstedfuefueNosotrosfuimosfuimosVosotrosfuisteisfuisteisEllos	/	Ellas	/	Ustedesfueronfueron	Helen	fue	al	cine.Helen	went	to	the	movies.	Louise	fue	la	mejor	maestra	que	tuve.Louise	was	the	best	teacher	I	ever	had.	Take	Note:	Since	they	have	the	same	conjugation,	it	can	be	hard	to	tell	if	we’re	referring	to	ser	or	ir.	However,	unlike	‘ser’,	ir	is	always
followed	by	the	preposition	‘a’	(to).	This	can	be	an	easy	and	quick	way	to	tell	which	verb	is	being	used.		When	to	Use	the	Spanish	Preterite		As	a	Spanish	past	tense,	the	preterite	refers	to	past	actions	and	events.	However,	this	tense	conveys	that	those	actions	ended	or	were	completed	at	some	point	in	the	past.		We	use	the	preterite	in	Spanish	to	talk
about:	Actions	that	were	completed	in	the	past.Actions	that	began	or	lasted	a	specific	period	of	time	in	the	past.Sequence	of	events	or	actions	completed	in	the	past.	Sentences	in	the	preterite	tense	Below	I’ve	provided	examples	to	clarify	and	illustrate	each	of	these	uses	for	the	preterite	tense	in	Spanish	and	various	situations	in	which	you	can	use
them.	Actions	completed	in	the	past	(Subject	pronoun)	+	[Verb	in	the	preterite]	Hoy	no	desayuné.I	didn’t	have	breakfast	today.	Charlie	compró	un	coche	nuevo.Charlie	bought	a	new	car.	Ellos	limpiaron	su	cuarto.They	cleaned	their	room.	¿Supiste	que	Greg	y	Pam	se	casaron?Did	you	know	that	Greg	and	Pam	got	married?	Actions	that	occurred	or
began	at	a	specific	point	in	the	past	or	lasted	a	specific	amount	of	time	(Subject	pronoun)	+	[Verb	in	the	preterite]		Empecé	a	trabajar	la	semana	pasada.I	started	working	last	week.	Mis	hermanas	nacieron	en	abril.My	sisters	were	born	in	April.	Eleanor	vivió	en	Barcelona	durante	tres	años.Eleanor	lived	in	Barcelona	for	three	years.	En	1950,	mi	abuela
conoció	a	mi	abuelo.My	grandmother	met	my	grandfather	in	1950.		Sequence	of	actions	completed	in	the	past	(Subject	pronoun)	+	[Verb	in	the	preterite]	+	[verb	in	the	preterite]	Ya	lavé	y	sequé	los	platos.I	already	washed	and	dried	the	dishes.	Mis	vecinas	pintaron	y	remodelaron	su	casa.My	neighbors	painted	and	renovated	their	house.	Juan	se
levantó,	desayunó	y	se	fue	a	trabajar.Juan	woke	up,	ate	breakfast	and	went	to	work.	Take	Note:	In	Spanish,	‘desayunar’	is	a	verb	used	to	say	‘to	eat	breakfast’,	which	is	why	we	don’t	need	to	explicitly	use	‘comer’.	Trigger	Words	for	Preterite	Here	is	a	table	with	some	common	time	markers	that	work	with	the	preterite	tense:
SpanishEnglishYaAlreadyAyerYesterdayEl	año	pasado*Last	yearHace*AgoAnocheLast	nightHoyTodayEsta	mañanaThis	morningEn	ese	momentoIn	that	momentUna	vez*One	timeEn	1950*In	1950La	semana	pasadaLast	weekEl	8	de	julio*On	July	8El	otro	díaThe	other	day	Some	notes	about	these	triggering	words:	You	can	replace	‘año’	with	months	and
days.	Just	make	sure	the	article	matches	the	gender	of	the	noun	you	use.	‘Hace’	needs	to	be	followed	by	an	amount	of	time.	‘Una	vez’	is	a	singular	form.	You	can	change	the	number	in	Spanish	to	say	how	many	times	an	action	happened	(e.g.	dos	veces,	tres	veces,	etc).	All	dates	in	Spanish	are	trigger	words	for	the	preterite.		Keep	in	mind	that	trigger
words	are	a	great	help,	but	they’re	not	mandatory.	Additionally,	since	Spanish	is	so	flexible,	they	can	be	placed	before	or	after	the	verb	in	preterite.		La	semana	pasada	vi	a	Claudia.I	saw	Claudia	last	week.	Lauren	renunció	hace	tres	años.Lauren	quit	three	years	ago.	Hoy	no	fuimos	a	la	oficina.We	didn’t	go	to	the	office	today.	Take	Note:	Just	like	in
English,	hoy	(today)	can	be	a	trigger	word	for	the	preterite	tense.	This	is	because	some	actions	you	did	today	are	already	finished.	However,	this	use	is	more	popular	in	Latin	American	Spanish.	In	Spain,	you	would	use	hoy	with	the	present	perfect	tense.		How	to	Tell	When	to	Use	Preterite	or	Imperfect	in	Spanish	The	imperfect	tense	in	Spanish	is
another	past	tense.	This	leads	to	a	common	question–	how	do	you	know	if	you	have	to	use	preterite	or	imperfect?		Before	I	give	you	the	explanation,	check	the	examples	below.		Tip:	don’t	focus	on	the	translation	because	it’s	likely	to	be	the	same	for	both	examples.	Instead,	focus	on	the	Spanish	sentences	and	check	all	the	elements	surrounding	the
verb.	If	you	need	help,	jump	to	the	graphic	below.		Cuando	era	niña,	jugaba	con	mis	hermanos.When	I	was	a	kid,	I	played	with	my	brothers.	Ayer	jugué	con	mi	hermanito.Yesterday	I	played	with	my	little	brother.	Do	you	see	the	difference?		We	use	imperfect	tense	to	describe	actions	that	we	did	frequently	in	the	past.	These	can	be	habits	or	events	that
took	place	so	often	that	we	cannot	tell	the	specific	moment	when	they	happened	or	how	many	times	they	happened.	Put	another	way	to	help	you	remember	this	rule,	if	we	can’t	perfectly	point	out	a	moment	in	time	when	the	event	or	action	took	place,	then	it	must	be	imperfect.	That’s	the	idea	I’m	delivering	with	example	#1.	Playing	with	my	brothers
was	something	I	did	frequently,	so	I	cannot	tell	you	a	date	or	how	many	times	we	played	together.		On	the	contrary,	the	preterite	in	Spanish	is	way	more	specific.	It	tells	you	exactly	when	I	played	with	my	brother	and	it	also	implies	how	many	times	I	did	this	action…at	least	just	for	yesterday!	I’m	a	better	sister	than	that!		Hopefully,	this	graphic	helps
you	see	this	distinction:		Key	Points	When	talking	about	the	past,	the	Spanish	preterite	refers	to	complete	past	actions.	Here	are	some	rules	and	key	points	that	you	need	to	keep	in	mind:	We	use	the	preterite	tense	to	refer	to:Actions	that	have	a	clear	ending	or	beginning.A	sequence	of	past	actions.	Actions	that	were	clearly	finished	in	the	past.	Some	-
IR	stem	changing	verbs	in	the	present	tense	also	have	spelling	changes	in	the	preterite.	This	change	only	affects	the	third	person	singular	and	plural.	Verbs	ending	in	-car,	-gar	and	-zar	have	a	consonant	change	when	being	conjugated	to	the	first	person	singular.	Irregular	verbs	in	the	preterite	tense	have	major	changes	in	their	stem	and	their	endings
are	slightly	different	from	regular	verbs.	Trigger	words	for	the	preterite	tense	refer	to	a	specific	moment	in	time.		We	Spanish	speakers	also	learn	the	preterite	in	school.	But,	why	don’t	we	struggle	with	this	tense	like	many	Spanish	learners	do?	Because	we	use	it	all	the	time	by	speaking	the	language!	So,	to	master	the	preterite,	you	need	to	practice	a
lot!	You	can	start	by	taking	this	conjugation	preterite	quiz.	The	preterite	(also	spelled	preterit)	is	a	commonly	used	Spanish	past	tense.	Essentially,	the	preterite	tense	is	used	to	express	actions	which	were	completed	at	some	point	in	the	past,	had	beginnings	and	ends,	took	place	at	or	during	specified	time	periods	(days,	months,	etc.)	or	occurred	in	a
sequence.	This	post	explains	the	preterite	conjugations	for	regular	and	irregular	verbs	as	well	as	various	uses	in	detail.	Learning	the	preterite	in	Spanish	can	be	daunting.	As	you	scroll	down	this	page	you’ll	see	many	regular	and	irregular	forms.	My	suggestion	is	to	focus	on	getting	down	the	endings	for	the	regular	verb	groups	first.	Specifically,	focus
on	the	sound	of	the	endings.	For	example,	for	regular	AR	verbs:	-e,	-,	aste,	-ó,	etc.	Then,	once	you’re	very	clear	on	the	SOUNDS	of	the	preterite	conjugations	for	the	regular	verbs,	the	irregular	verbs	will	naturally	fall	into	place	without	as	much	effort.	The	imperfect	is	an	another	commonly	used	Spanish	past	tense.	This	page	on	our	site	covers	the
imperfect	tense	in	detail.	Spanish	has	three	groups	of	regular	verbs:	AR	verbs,	ER	verbs	and	IR	verbs.	The	following	table	shows	just	the	preterite	endings	for	regular	verbs:	SubjectAR	VerbsER	&	IR	verbs	yo-é-í	tú-aste-iste	él/ella,	usted	-ó-ió	nosotros	-amos-imos	vosotros	-asteis-isteis	ellos/ellas,	ustedes	-aron-ieron	This	table	shows	the	conjugations
for	all	three	groups	of	regular	verbs	in	the	preterite	tense.	We’ve	used	the	verbs	hablar	(to	speak),	comer	(to	eat)	and	vivir	(to	live)	to	represent	each	of	the	three	major	verb	groups.	Note	the	following:	The	third-person	plural	(nosotros)	form	or	regular	AR	verbs	is	the	same	for	both	the	present	and	preterite	tenses.	This	also	applies	to	regular	IR	verbs.
The	preterite	endings	for	both	regular	ER	and	IR	verbs	are	the	same.	The	present	tense	yo	hablo	(I	speak)	and	preterite	tense	él/ella	habló	(he/she	spoke)	is	almost	the	same.	In	the	preterite	form,	the	syllable	emphasis	on	the	second	ó,	as	indicated	by	the	upward	slanting	acute	accent.	Many	verbs	have	spelling	or	stem	changes	in	the	present	tense.
Such	changes	also	have	an	impact	on	the	preterite	tense.	For	verbs	with	stems	ending	in	-c,	-g	and	-z	in	the	present,	the	spellings	become	-qu,	-gu	and	-c	in	the	first-person	singular	(yo)	form	of	the	preterite.	For	verbs	with	changes	e>i	and	o>u	in	the	present	tense,	these	changes	affect	the	third-person	singular	(él/ella/usted)	and	third-person	plural
(ellos/ellas/ustedes)	forms	in	the	preterite.	For	ER	and	IR	verbs	with	a	vowel	immediately	preceding	the	preterite	ending,	the	-ió	becomes	-yó	in	the	third-person	singular	(el/ella/usted)	forms	and	-ieron	becomes	-yeron	in	the	third-person	plural	(ellos/ellas/ustedes)	forms.	In	addition,	an	acute	accent	gets	added	to	the	tú,	nostoros	and	vosotros	forms.
Many	Spanish	verbs	have	irregular	forms	in	the	preterite	tense.	This	is	because	they	have	changes	in	their	stems	or	endings.	These	irregular	verbs	have	the	following	endings:	-e,	iste,	-o,	-imos,	-isteis	and	-ieron.	This	chart	shows	the	endings:	SubjectEnding	yo-e	tú-iste	él/ella/usted	-o	nosotros-imos	vosotros-isteis	ellos/ellas/ustedes-ieron	Within	the
group	of	irregular	verbs	in	the	preterite,	there	are	four	sub-groups.	Sub	group	1:	Verbs	with	uv	in	the	stem	andar	->	anduv	->	yo	anduve	(I	walked)	estar	->	estuv->	yo	estuve	(I	was)	tener	->	tuv	->	yo	tuve	(I	had)	Sub	group	2:	Verbs	with	u	in	the	stem	haber	->	hub	->	yo	hube	(I	had	to,	was)	poder	->	pud	->	yo	pude	(I	was	able,	could)	poner	->	pus	->
yo	puse	(I	put)	saber	->	sup	->	yo	supe	(I	knew)	Sub	group	3:	verbs	with	i	in	the	stem	hacer	->	hic	->	yo	hice	(I	made,	did)	querer	->	quis	->	yo	quise	(wanted,	loved)	venir	->	vin	->	yo	vine	(I	came)	Sub	group	4:	verbs	with	j	in	the	stem	atraer	->	atraj	->	yo	atraje	(I	attracted)	decir	->	dij	->	yo	dije	(said)	producir	->	produj	->	yo	produje	(I	produced)
traer	->	traj	->	yo	traje	(I	brought)	traducir	->	traduj	->	yo	traduje	(I	translated)	Thus,	to	conjugate	these	irregular	verbs	in	the	preterite	tense,	use	the	following	formula:	Interestingly,	the	preterite	conjugations	for	ser	(to	be)	and	ir	(to	go)	are	the	exact	same.	Thus,	the	verbs’	meanings	become	very	apparent	based	on	context.	For	example:	Yo	fui	muy
rico	y	famoso.	I	was	very	rich	and	famous.	Yo	fui	a	la	playa.	I	went	to	the	beach.	The	verb	dar	(to	give)	takes	the	regular	ER	and	IR	preterite	endings	but	doesn’t	have	the	accents.	yo	diI	gave	tú	disteyou	gave	él/ella/usted	diohe,	she,	you	gave	nosotros	dimoswe	gave	vosotros	disteisyou	gave	ellos/ellas/ustedes	dieronyou,	they	gave	A	key	situation	when
to	use	the	preterite	tense	in	Spanish	is	when	a	past	action	has	been	completed.	Yo	compre	el	coche.	I	bought	the	car.	This	is	an	example	of	a	past	action	which	has	been	completed.	I	purchased	the	car	–	the	process	of	the	purchase	is	complete.	Use	the	preterite	to	express	which	occurred	at	a	specified	time.	Yo	fui	a	la	playa	ayer.	I	went	to	the	beach
yesterday.	In	this	sentence,	the	timing	of	the	visit	to	the	beach	is	very	clear:	yesterday.	Use	the	preterite	when	the	time	is	mentioned.	Use	the	preterite	if	the	length	of	time	that	an	actions	occurred	is	specified.	Espere	una	hora	en	la	cola.	I	waited	in	the	line	for	one	hour.	Use	the	preterite	when	describing	a	series	of	past	action	which	occurred	one
after	the	other.	Yo	llegué	en	la	casa,	prepare	la	cena	y	la	comí.	I	arrived	home,	prepared	the	meal	and	ate	it.	Use	the	preterite	to	express	past	actions	which	logically	occurred	just	one	time	in	the	past.	Yo	complí	cuarenta	años.	I	turned	forty	years-old.	Yo	decidí	estudiar	español.	I	decided	to	study	Spanish.	Yo	descubrí	la	solución.	I	discovered	the
solution.	Certain	phrases	are	trigger	words	for	the	preterite.	This	is	because	they	describe	specified	times	and	apply	to	actions	which	only	occurred	once.	Here	are	some	examples	of	trigger	phrases	for	the	preterite:	ayer	yesterday	ayer	en	la	mañana	yesterday	morning	ayer	en	la	tarde	yesterday	afternoon	anoche	yesterday	evening,	last	night	anteayer
the	day	before	yesterday	una	vez	once,	once	time	en	aquel	momento	at	that	moment	la	semana	pasada	last	week	el	mes	pasado	last	month	el	año	pasado	last	year	el	primero	de	marzo	March	1st	(example	of	a	date)	en	mil	novecientos	ochenta	y	cuatro	in	1984	(example	of	a	year)	I	hope	this	post	covering	the	Spanish	preterite	has	been	useful.	The	main
point	is	that	the	preterite	is	used	for	past	completed	actions,	past	actions	with	specified	times	and	durations,	past	actions	which	only	happened	once	and	series	of	events.	I	have	found	that	the	book	The	Ultimate	Spanish	Review	and	Practice	has	been	an	excellent	resource	for	helping	students	to	master	the	preterite.	Specifically,	chapter	4	of	the	book
offers	an	excellent	series	of	exercises	which	would	be	a	good	follow-up	to	this	page.	David	is	a	lifelong	student	and	teacher	of	languages.	When	he's	not	working	on	this	website,	he's	watching	Spanish	TV,	practicing	Spanish	with	the	people	in	his	community,	hiking,	biking	or	skiing.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format
for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any
reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others
from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as
publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Uses	of	the	Preterite	Tense	in	Spanish	Used	to	express	an	action	that	was	completed	in	the	past.	Example:	He	arrived	yesterday.	ellos	/	Uds.	[STEM]	+	aron	ellos	/	Uds.	[STEM]	+	ieron	Skip	links	Skip	to	primary	navigation	Skip	to	content	Learn	with	licensed	native	Spanish
teachers	who	tailor	lessons	to	your	individual	needs	and	preferences.	Choose	the	programs	that	suit	your	busy	schedule	and	goals.	Study	when	you	want,	as	much	as	you	want.	Structured	learning	that	speeds	up	your	path	to	fluency.	90%	of	SpanishVIP	students	reach	conversational	level	within	3	to	6	months.	Our	teachers	are	trained	to	build	the
most	entertaining	Spanish	programs	that	help	you	learn	at	lightning	speed.	Meet	your	teachers	See	why	thousands	of	students	choose	our	Spanish	learning	programs.	Try	a	free	1:1	class	or	start	your	7-day	group	classes	trial	today.	Try	a	Free	Class	Start	Group	Trial	Learn	Spanish	grammar	rules	and	structures	with	ease.	Prepare	for	Spanish	exams
with	tips	and	practice.	Master	verb	conjugations	and	usage	in	every	tense.	Boost	your	Spanish	with	essential	words	and	phrases.	Learn	Spanish	grammar	rules	and	structures	with	ease.	Explore	the	traditions	and	lifestyle	of	Spanish-speaking	countries.	Prepare	for	Spanish	exams	with	tips	and	practice.	Master	verb	conjugations	and	usage	in	every
tense.	Boost	your	Spanish	with	essential	words	and	phrases.	Explore	the	traditions	and	lifestyle	of	Spanish-speaking	countries.	“The	program	is	flexible,	teachers	are	great,	and	with	group	classes,	you’ll	get	the	chance	to	learn	with	students	from	all	over	the	world.”	“I	recognized	how	my	teacher	was	perfectly	chosen	for	me.	I	greatly	appreciate	the
individual	attention	SpanishVIP	offers.“	Tirzah,	Tutored	by	Andrea	“I’m	a	student	from	England	and	I	have	been	studying	Spanish	for	6	months	with	SpanishVIP.	Highly	recommend	their	services!	Edison,	Tutored	by	Alejandra	See	how	we	can	help	–	no	credit	card	required.	Learn	more	about	our	programs	before	you	sign	up	for	a	free	trial.	At
SpanishVIP,	learning	Spanish	is	easy,	flexible,	and	fun!	You	pick	the	schedule,	we	bring	the	results.		You	can	choose	between	joining	Unlimited	Group	Classes,	where	you’ll	practice	in	real	time	with	amazing	tutors	and	other	students	at	your	level,	or	Private	Tutoring,	where	you’ll	have	a	dedicated	teacher	for	a	fully	personalized	experience.	Our	expert
teachers	follow	a	structured	curriculum	designed	to	help	you	speak	confidently	from	day	one.	Whether	you’re	just	starting	or	want	to	level	up	your	skills,	you’ll	get	personalized	support,	interactive	lessons,	and	real-world	practice.	None	at	all!	Our	programs	are	designed	for	all	levels.	Whether	you’re	an	absolute	beginner	or	an	advanced	learner,	we’ve
got	you	covered.	—	We’ll	help	you	build	confidence	and	fluency	step	by	step.		Absolutely!	We	offer	a	free	trial	experience	so	you	can	discover	if	our	program	is	the	right	fit	for	you	before	making	any	decisions:	Private	Tutoring	–	Get	a	free	1-on-1	trial	class	with	a	professional	teacher.	Group	Classes	–	Enjoy	7	days	of	unlimited	free	access	to	our	live
group	sessions.	Meet	our	amazing	teachers,	explore	the	magic	of	our	lessons,	and	see	how	fun	and	effective	learning	Spanish	can	be.	No	pressure,	no	credit	card	needed	—	just	show	up	and	enjoy	the	class.	If	you	love	it	(and	we	think	you	will	�),	we’ll	help	you	choose	the	best	plan	for	your	goals.	Each	SpanishVIP	subscription	gives	you	the	tools,
support,	and	flexibility	you	need	to	reach	your	Spanish	goals	—	whether	you	prefer	learning	in	a	group	or	in	a	one-on-one	setting.		Private	Lessons		Perfect	Matching	System	to	connect	you	with	your	ideal	teacher.		One-on-one	sessions	with	a	licensed	native	teacher.		Choose	a	regular	schedule	that	works	for	you	(7	am	–	9	pm	COT)		Full	access	to	our
dynamic	curriculum,	plus	extra	learning	activities	to	boost	your	progress.		Personalized	Learning	Plan	tailored	to	your	goals	(travel,	business,	DELE,	etc.)		Ongoing	support	from	our	Student	Success	Team.		Group	Classes		Unlimited	live	classes—	Join	as	often	as	you	like!		Pick	the	best	time	for	each	class	(7	am	–	10	pm	COT).		Small,	interactive	groups
organized	by	level.		Engaging	lessons	led	by	licensed	native	teachers.		Full	access	to	300+	engaging	lessons	to	support	your	learning.		Ongoing	support	from	our	Student	Success	Team.	Please	note:	Some	features	and	benefits	may	vary	depending	on	the	subscription	plan	you	choose.	For	full	details,	we	recommend	reviewing	each	package	or
contacting	our	team	for	personalized	guidance.	Yes	—		no	rigid	timetables!	Just	Spanish	on	your	time.		With	Group	Classes,	you	can	join	live	sessions	anytime	from	7	am	to	10	pm	COT,	as	often	as	you’d	like.	Just	log	in	and	choose	the	sessions	that	work	for	you.	With	Private	Lessons,	you	can	set	a	regular	schedule	that	suits	your	routine,	available	from
7	am	to	9	pm	COT.	At	SpanishVIP,	learning	Spanish	is	more	than	just	taking	a	class	—	it’s	an	experience	built	around	you.				Perfect	Matching	System:	From	day	one,	you’re	matched	with	the	perfect	teacher	through	our	system.	We	carefully	select	a	licensed,	native	instructor	based	on	your	goals,	personality,	and	learning	style.	This	isn’t	random—it’s
intentional.		Exceptional	teaching	team:	What	truly	sets	us	apart	is	that	our	certified	teachers	aren’t	just	knowledgeable	—	they	genuinely	care	about	your	progress.	Your	teacher	becomes	your	guide,	motivator,	and	biggest	supporter	throughout	your	entire	journey.		Structured	curriculum	and	special	activities:	You’ll	get	full	access	to	our	curriculum,
carefully	designed	by	licensed	educators	to	take	you	from	beginner	to	fluent	—	step	by	step.	Plus,	enjoy	extra	learning	activities	to	boost	your	progress.		Engaging	and	dynamic	lessons:	Our	tutors	go	beyond	the	textbook	to	deliver	a	fun,	interactive,	and	meaningful	learning	experience	—	no	boring	classes	here!	Absolutely!	We	offer	goal-focused
lessons	tailored	to	what	you	want	to	achieve.	✈		Travel	Spanish	–	Master	key	phrases	and	cultural	tips	to	navigate	any	Spanish-speaking	country	with	confidence.		Business	Spanish	–	Build	the	vocabulary	and	communication	skills	you	need	to	thrive	in	professional	settings.		Academic	Spanish	–	Ideal	for	students	preparing	for	exams	or	studying	in
Spanish-speaking	institutions.		DELE/SIELE	Exam	Prep	–	Work	with	certified	teachers	to	prepare	and	succeed	in	official	Spanish	proficiency	tests.	No	matter	your	goal,	we’ve	got	a	plan	for	you		—	one	lesson	at	a	time.	Yes	—	you’re	always	in	control.	You	can	cancel	your	subscription	at	any	time.	There	are	no	hidden	fees	or	long-term	commitments.
Just	contact	support@spanishvip.com,	and	one	of	our	Student	Success	Advisors	will	be	happy	to	assist	you!	(on	business	days).		You	can	take	SpanishVIP	classes	on	any	device	—	computer,	tablet,	or	smartphone.	For	the	best	experience,	we	recommend	using	a	computer	with	a	stable	internet	connection	and	your	camera	turned	on,	so	you	can	fully
engage	with	your	teacher	and	classmates.	Our	SpanishVIP	Academy	platform	is	also	available	on	both	desktop	and	mobile,	so	you	can	continue	learning	anytime,	anywhere.	More	than	1000	happy	students	100%	satisfaction	guarantee	Serious	about	security	&	privacy	Copyright	©	2023	SpanishVIP,	Inc.	All	Rights	Reserved.	support@spanishvip.com
Copyright	©	2023	SpanishVIP,	Inc.	All	Rights	Reserved.	support@spanishvip.com	The	Spanish	preterite	tense	el	pretéritoo	el	pretérito	perfecto	simpleis	used	to	describe	actions	completed	at	a	point	in	the	past.	The	Spanish	preterite	is	not	used	to	describe	habitual	or	continuous	actions	in	the	past	with	no	specific	beginning	or	end.	In	such	cases,	the
imperfect	tense	is	used.	There	are	only	two	sets	of	endings	for	regular	preterite	verbs,	one	for	-ar	verbs	and	one	for	both	-er	and	-ir	verbs.	To	conjugate	a	regular	verb	in	the	preterite	tense,	simply	remove	the	infinitive	ending	(-ar,	-er,	or	-ir)	and	add	the	preterite	ending	that	matches	the	subject.	Check	out	the	table	of	regular	preterite	endings	below.
Regular	Preterite	Verb	Endings	yo-é-í	tú-aste-iste	él,	ella,	usted-ó-ió	nosotros-amos-imos	vosotros-asteis-isteis	ellos,	ellas,	ustedes-aron-ieron	Note	that	the	first	person	singular	(yo),	third	person	singular	(él,	ella),	and	second	person	formal	singular	(usted)	preterite	forms	have	tildes(written	accents)	on	the	final	vowel.	Keep	in	mind	that	one	little	tilde
can	change	both	the	tense	and	subject	of	a	sentence.	For	example:	With	a	tilde:	examples	Mandó	una	carta.	He/She	sent	a	letter.	Without	a	tilde:	examples	Mando	una	carta.	I	send	a	letter.	Present	and	Past	Nosotros	The	first	person	plural	(nosotros)	endings	for	regular	-ar	and	-ir	verbs	are	the	same	for	both	the	preterite	and	present	tenses.	Context
clues,	such	as	adverbs	like	siempre	(always)	and	ayer	(yesterday),	can	help	you	figure	out	if	a	nosotros	form	refers	to	the	past	or	the	present.	examples	Siempre	cocinamos	paella	los	domingos.	We	always	cook	paella	on	Sundays.	Ayer	cocinamos	paella	para	mi	familia.	Yesterday	we	cooked	paella	for	my	family.	Irregular	Spanish	Preterite	Forms	Four
of	the	most	common	verbs	with	irregular	preterite	forms	are	ser,	ir,	dar,	and	ver.	For	more	on	tricky	preterite	forms,	check	out	our	article	here.	Irregular	Preterite	Verb	Conjugations	yofuifuidivi	túfuistefuistedisteviste	él,	ella,	ustedfuefuediovio	nosotrosfuimosfuimosdimosvimos	vosotrosfuisteisfuisteisdisteisvisteis	ellos,	ellas,
ustedesfueronfuerondieronvieron	Uses	of	the	Preterite	The	preterite	is	used	to	talk	about	completed	actions	in	the	past.	More	specifically,	it	is	used	to	talk	about	beginnings	and	ends,	things	that	took	place	on	specific	days	or	dates,	at	specific	times	or	during	specific	time	periods,	and	events	in	a	sequence.	1.	Completed	Events	The	preterite	is	used	to
talk	about	completed	events,	especially	those	with	very	clear	beginnings	and	ends.	examples	Compré	un	coche	nuevo.	I	bought	a	new	car.	Ben	y	Cristina	se	casaron.	Ben	and	Cristina	got	married.	Roberto	nació	en	Costa	Rica.	Roberto	was	born	in	Costa	Rica.	2.	Beginnings	and	Ends	Beginnings	and	ends	themselves	are	also	talked	about	using	the
preterite.	Key	verbs	you'll	see	used	to	talk	about	beginnings	and	ends	in	the	past	are	empezar	(to	begin),	comenzar	(to	begin),	terminar	(to	finish),	and	acabar	(to	end).	examples	Empezó	a	nevar.	It	began	to	snow.	La	película	terminó	con	una	sorpresa.	The	movie	ended	with	a	surprise.	The	preterite	is	used	to	talk	about	past	events	or	actions	that
occurred	on	specific	days	or	dates,	at	specific	times,	and	during	specific	time	periods.	examples	Regresé	anoche	a	las	diez.	I	got	back	last	night	at	ten.	Vivió	en	Perú	por	tres	meses.	He	lived	in	Peru	for	three	months.	Leíste	este	libro	el	mes	pasado.	You	read	this	book	last	month.	Nacho	nació	el	tres	de	agosto.	Nacho	was	born	on	August	third.	4.
Events	in	a	Sequence	The	preterite	is	used	for	listing	past	events	that	took	place	in	a	sequence.	examples	Me	levanté,	me	vestí,	y	salí	para	la	fiesta.	I	got	up,	got	dressed,	and	left	for	the	party.	Tú	entraste,	bebiste	un	vaso	de	agua	y	comiste	una	hamburguesa.	You	came	in,	drank	a	glass	of	water,	and	ate	a	hamburger.	You	know,	I	still	haven’t	met	a
single	learner	that	has	not	struggled	with	the	Spanish	preterite	tense	at	one	point	or	another.	I’m	not	saying	this	to	discourage	you.	In	fact,	the	preterite	(also	spelled	as	preterit)	is	not	nearly	as	bad	as	you	think	it	is.		Is	it	an	important	past	tense?	Heck,	yes!	You’ll	need	it	if	you	want	to	talk	about	past	actions.	For	this	reason,	in	this	guide,	I’ll	focus	on
providing	you	with	crucial	information	about	the	preterite	tense	in	Spanish.		Here’s	what	you’ll	learn	through	this	article:		Preterite	Tense	Conjugations	The	preterite	endings	for	regular	verbs	are:	Subject-AR	verbs-ER	&	-IR	verbsYo-é-íTú-aste-isteÉl	/	Ella	/	Usted-ó-ióNosotros-amos-imosVosotros-asteis-isteisEllos	/	Ellas	/	Ustedes-aron-ieron	So,	all	you
have	to	do	is	add	these	endings	to	the	verb	stem.	Check	the	preterite	form	of	comprar,	comer	and	vivir.		As	you	may	already	know,	the	present	tense	has	many	stem-changing	verbs	in	Spanish.	Verbs	with	spelling	changes	in	the	present	tense	will	also	have	changes	in	the	preterite	tense.		Here	are	the	verbs	and	the	subject	pronouns	you	need	to	watch
out	for:	First	person	singular	(yo)	Verbs	that	end	in	‘-car’,	‘-gar’,	‘-zar’.Third	person	singular	and	plural		You	can	see	the	changes	you	have	to	make	in	the	graphic	below:		Below	are	some	examples	with	the	verbs	vestirse,	tocar,	llegar	and	leer.		[Verb	preterite]	+	[complement]	Yo	me	vestí	y	me	fui.I	dressed	and	left.	Leah	se	vistió	después	de
bañarse.Leah	dressed	after	she	showered.	Yo	llegué	a	la	una	de	la	tarde.I	arrived	at	one	in	the	afternoon.	Los	chicos	llegaron	tarde.The	boys	arrived	late.	Ellas	tocaron	la	puerta.They	knocked	on	the	door.	Yo	no	te	toqué.I	didn’t	touch	you.	¿Ya	leíste	el	libro?Did	you	already	read	the	book?	Oigan,	¿ya	leyeron	el	libro?Hey,	guys,	did	you	already	read	the
book?	Take	Note:	Accent	marks	are	key	for	the	Spanish	preterite	conjugations.	In	writing	situations,	you	only	need	to	add	the	proper	accent	mark.	However,	when	it	comes	to	speaking,	make	sure	to	adjust	your	pronunciation.	Check	the	examples	below.		Yo	canto.I	sing.	Él	cantó.He	sang.	Irregular	verbs	in	the	preterite	tense	Unlike	the	imperfect
tense	in	Spanish,	the	preterite	has	many	irregular	verbs.	These	irregular	verbs	have	significant	changes	on	their	stems	and	they	also	use	slightly	different	endings.		With	the	exception	of	ser	and	ir,	the	endings	for	irregular	verbs	are:	SubjectIrregular	endingYo-eTú-isteÉl	/	Ella	/	Usted-oNosotros-imosVosotros-isteisEllos	/	Ellas	/	Ustedes-ieron	Irregular
endings	do	not	have	an	accent	mark.	Can	you	tell	why?	Because	the	irregularities	of	these	verbs	are	more	than	enough	to	indicate	that	they	are	in	the	preterite	form.		Here	are	some	patterns	of	irregular	verbs	in	the	Spanish	preterite	tense.		Verbs	with	‘uv’	in	the	stem	Estar	–	EstuvAndar	–	AnduvTener	–	Tuv	Verbs	with	‘u’	in	the	stem	Saber	–	SupPoder
–	PudPoner	–	PusCaber	–	CupHaber	–	Hub	Verbs	with	‘i’	in	the	stem		Hacer	–	HicVenir	–	VinQuerer	–	QuisDecir	–	Dij	Derivatives	of	‘traer’	and	verbs	with	a	‘-ducir’	suffix	Conducir	–	CondujTraducir	–	TradujProducir	–	ProdujTraer	–	TrajAtraer	–	Atraj	So	to	conjugate	these	verbs,	you	can	follow	this	formula:	[Irregular	stem]	+	[irregular	ending]	¿Qué
hicieron	el	sábado?What	did	you	guys	do	on	Saturday?	Lo	siento,	tuve	mucho	trabajo.I’m	sorry,	I	had	a	lot	of	work.	Nosotros	estuvimos	enfermos.We	were	sick.	No	supe	qué	hacer.I	didn’t	know	what	to	do.	Ayer	te	pusiste	esa	camisa.You	wore	that	t-shirt	yesterday.	Ser	and	ir	are	also	irregular	verbs.	In	fact,	in	the	preterite	tense,	these	verbs	have	the
same	conjugation.	The	context	can	help	you	tell	which	verb	is	being	used.		PersonSerIrYofuifuiTúfuistefuisteÉl	/	Ella	/	UstedfuefueNosotrosfuimosfuimosVosotrosfuisteisfuisteisEllos	/	Ellas	/	Ustedesfueronfueron	Helen	fue	al	cine.Helen	went	to	the	movies.	Louise	fue	la	mejor	maestra	que	tuve.Louise	was	the	best	teacher	I	ever	had.	Take	Note:	Since
they	have	the	same	conjugation,	it	can	be	hard	to	tell	if	we’re	referring	to	ser	or	ir.	However,	unlike	‘ser’,	ir	is	always	followed	by	the	preposition	‘a’	(to).	This	can	be	an	easy	and	quick	way	to	tell	which	verb	is	being	used.		When	to	Use	the	Spanish	Preterite		As	a	Spanish	past	tense,	the	preterite	refers	to	past	actions	and	events.	However,	this	tense
conveys	that	those	actions	ended	or	were	completed	at	some	point	in	the	past.		We	use	the	preterite	in	Spanish	to	talk	about:	Actions	that	were	completed	in	the	past.Actions	that	began	or	lasted	a	specific	period	of	time	in	the	past.Sequence	of	events	or	actions	completed	in	the	past.	Sentences	in	the	preterite	tense	Below	I’ve	provided	examples	to
clarify	and	illustrate	each	of	these	uses	for	the	preterite	tense	in	Spanish	and	various	situations	in	which	you	can	use	them.	Actions	completed	in	the	past	(Subject	pronoun)	+	[Verb	in	the	preterite]	Hoy	no	desayuné.I	didn’t	have	breakfast	today.	Charlie	compró	un	coche	nuevo.Charlie	bought	a	new	car.	Ellos	limpiaron	su	cuarto.They	cleaned	their
room.	¿Supiste	que	Greg	y	Pam	se	casaron?Did	you	know	that	Greg	and	Pam	got	married?	Actions	that	occurred	or	began	at	a	specific	point	in	the	past	or	lasted	a	specific	amount	of	time	(Subject	pronoun)	+	[Verb	in	the	preterite]		Empecé	a	trabajar	la	semana	pasada.I	started	working	last	week.	Mis	hermanas	nacieron	en	abril.My	sisters	were	born
in	April.	Eleanor	vivió	en	Barcelona	durante	tres	años.Eleanor	lived	in	Barcelona	for	three	years.	En	1950,	mi	abuela	conoció	a	mi	abuelo.My	grandmother	met	my	grandfather	in	1950.		Sequence	of	actions	completed	in	the	past	(Subject	pronoun)	+	[Verb	in	the	preterite]	+	[verb	in	the	preterite]	Ya	lavé	y	sequé	los	platos.I	already	washed	and	dried
the	dishes.	Mis	vecinas	pintaron	y	remodelaron	su	casa.My	neighbors	painted	and	renovated	their	house.	Juan	se	levantó,	desayunó	y	se	fue	a	trabajar.Juan	woke	up,	ate	breakfast	and	went	to	work.	Take	Note:	In	Spanish,	‘desayunar’	is	a	verb	used	to	say	‘to	eat	breakfast’,	which	is	why	we	don’t	need	to	explicitly	use	‘comer’.	Trigger	Words	for
Preterite	Here	is	a	table	with	some	common	time	markers	that	work	with	the	preterite	tense:	SpanishEnglishYaAlreadyAyerYesterdayEl	año	pasado*Last	yearHace*AgoAnocheLast	nightHoyTodayEsta	mañanaThis	morningEn	ese	momentoIn	that	momentUna	vez*One	timeEn	1950*In	1950La	semana	pasadaLast	weekEl	8	de	julio*On	July	8El	otro
díaThe	other	day	Some	notes	about	these	triggering	words:	You	can	replace	‘año’	with	months	and	days.	Just	make	sure	the	article	matches	the	gender	of	the	noun	you	use.	‘Hace’	needs	to	be	followed	by	an	amount	of	time.	‘Una	vez’	is	a	singular	form.	You	can	change	the	number	in	Spanish	to	say	how	many	times	an	action	happened	(e.g.	dos	veces,
tres	veces,	etc).	All	dates	in	Spanish	are	trigger	words	for	the	preterite.		Keep	in	mind	that	trigger	words	are	a	great	help,	but	they’re	not	mandatory.	Additionally,	since	Spanish	is	so	flexible,	they	can	be	placed	before	or	after	the	verb	in	preterite.		La	semana	pasada	vi	a	Claudia.I	saw	Claudia	last	week.	Lauren	renunció	hace	tres	años.Lauren	quit
three	years	ago.	Hoy	no	fuimos	a	la	oficina.We	didn’t	go	to	the	office	today.	Take	Note:	Just	like	in	English,	hoy	(today)	can	be	a	trigger	word	for	the	preterite	tense.	This	is	because	some	actions	you	did	today	are	already	finished.	However,	this	use	is	more	popular	in	Latin	American	Spanish.	In	Spain,	you	would	use	hoy	with	the	present	perfect	tense.	
How	to	Tell	When	to	Use	Preterite	or	Imperfect	in	Spanish	The	imperfect	tense	in	Spanish	is	another	past	tense.	This	leads	to	a	common	question–	how	do	you	know	if	you	have	to	use	preterite	or	imperfect?		Before	I	give	you	the	explanation,	check	the	examples	below.		Tip:	don’t	focus	on	the	translation	because	it’s	likely	to	be	the	same	for	both
examples.	Instead,	focus	on	the	Spanish	sentences	and	check	all	the	elements	surrounding	the	verb.	If	you	need	help,	jump	to	the	graphic	below.		Cuando	era	niña,	jugaba	con	mis	hermanos.When	I	was	a	kid,	I	played	with	my	brothers.	Ayer	jugué	con	mi	hermanito.Yesterday	I	played	with	my	little	brother.	Do	you	see	the	difference?		We	use	imperfect
tense	to	describe	actions	that	we	did	frequently	in	the	past.	These	can	be	habits	or	events	that	took	place	so	often	that	we	cannot	tell	the	specific	moment	when	they	happened	or	how	many	times	they	happened.	Put	another	way	to	help	you	remember	this	rule,	if	we	can’t	perfectly	point	out	a	moment	in	time	when	the	event	or	action	took	place,	then	it
must	be	imperfect.	That’s	the	idea	I’m	delivering	with	example	#1.	Playing	with	my	brothers	was	something	I	did	frequently,	so	I	cannot	tell	you	a	date	or	how	many	times	we	played	together.		On	the	contrary,	the	preterite	in	Spanish	is	way	more	specific.	It	tells	you	exactly	when	I	played	with	my	brother	and	it	also	implies	how	many	times	I	did	this
action…at	least	just	for	yesterday!	I’m	a	better	sister	than	that!		Hopefully,	this	graphic	helps	you	see	this	distinction:		Key	Points	When	talking	about	the	past,	the	Spanish	preterite	refers	to	complete	past	actions.	Here	are	some	rules	and	key	points	that	you	need	to	keep	in	mind:	We	use	the	preterite	tense	to	refer	to:Actions	that	have	a	clear	ending
or	beginning.A	sequence	of	past	actions.	Actions	that	were	clearly	finished	in	the	past.	Some	-IR	stem	changing	verbs	in	the	present	tense	also	have	spelling	changes	in	the	preterite.	This	change	only	affects	the	third	person	singular	and	plural.	Verbs	ending	in	-car,	-gar	and	-zar	have	a	consonant	change	when	being	conjugated	to	the	first	person
singular.	Irregular	verbs	in	the	preterite	tense	have	major	changes	in	their	stem	and	their	endings	are	slightly	different	from	regular	verbs.	Trigger	words	for	the	preterite	tense	refer	to	a	specific	moment	in	time.		We	Spanish	speakers	also	learn	the	preterite	in	school.	But,	why	don’t	we	struggle	with	this	tense	like	many	Spanish	learners	do?	Because
we	use	it	all	the	time	by	speaking	the	language!	So,	to	master	the	preterite,	you	need	to	practice	a	lot!	You	can	start	by	taking	this	conjugation	preterite	quiz.	Have	conversations	faster,	understand	people	when	they	speak	fast,	and	other	tested	tips	to	learn	faster.	More	info	The	Spanish	preterite	tense	is	likely	to	be	your	first	exploration	into	past
tense	Spanish.	Preterite	Spanish	is	used	to	describe	past	actions	that	were	already	completed,	with	a	clear	beginning	or	ending.	In	Spanish,	this	simple	past	tense	is	usually	called	el	préterito	indefinido,	while	it’s	also	sometimes	known	as	el	pasado	simple.	In	English,	this	tense	is	often	referred	to	as	the	Spanish	simple	past	tense,	but	since	the
Spanish	imperfect	is	also	a	simple	tense,	we	generally	refer	to	this	tense	by	its	direct	translation:	the	Spanish	preterite	tense.	There	are	five	common	ways	to	talk	about	the	past	in	Spanish,	which	we	introduce	individually	in	our	post	on	past	tense	Spanish.	In	this	post	we’ll	focus	specifically	on	preterite	tense	Spanish.	We’ll	start	by	explaining	when	to
use	preterite	in	Spanish,	followed	by	a	section	where	we	compare	préterito	vs	imperfecto.	Then	we’ll	dive	into	preterite	conjugation.	We’ll	see	the	various	preterite	endings	for	the	three	groups	of	regular	verbs,	and	then	we’ll	spend	some	time	looking	at	irregular	preterite	forms.	As	we	do	with	all	of	our	posts,	we’ll	demonstrate	everything	with	plenty
of	examples.	We’ll	finish	up	with	a	set	of	exercises	where	you	can	practice	your	preterite	conjugations.	Now	let’s	get	started	to	learn	everything	we	need	to	know	about	this	Spanish	past	tense!	When	to	use	the	Spanish	preterite	tense	Before	we	explore	the	Spanish	preterite	conjugation,	we	need	to	clarify	exactly	when	and	where	you	can	use	this
Spanish	past	tense.	As	we	already	mentioned,	this	tense	is	used	to	talk	about	a	past	action	that	had	a	clear	beginning	or	ending.	Let’s	see	these	contexts	in	more	detail.	Completed	event	or	action	The	preterite	allows	us	to	describe	a	completed	action,	process,	or	series	of	events.	Comimos	pizza	ayer.	–	We	ate	pizza	yesterday.	Yo	estudié	piano	por
cinco	años.	–	I	studied	piano	for	five	years.	Yo	le	regalé	ese	libro	a	Claudia.	–	I	gave	Claudia	that	book.	An	action	that	took	place	at	a	specific	time	or	date	We	use	the	preterite	to	describe	an	action	that	took	place	at	a	specific	point	in	the	past	(like	a	date,	a	day,	or	a	time).	Eso	pasó	antes	de	que	llegáramos.	–	That	happened	before	we	arrived.	Ana
trabajó	esa	noche.	–	Ana	worked	that	night.	En	1901,	Theodore	Roosevelt	se	convirtió	en	Presidente	de	los	Estados	Unidos.	–	In	1901,	Theodore	Roosevelt	became	President	of	the	United	States.	The	start	or	end	of	a	completed	action	The	Spanish	preterite	helps	us	to	describe	an	action	that	has	a	clear	beginning	or	ending.	This	use	is	frequently
applied	with	verbs	like	empezar	(to	start)	or	terminar	(to	finish).	Comencé	a	escuchar	su	discografía	hoy.	–	I	started	to	listen	to	his	discography	today.	Finalmente	terminé	de	leer	el	libro	que	comencé	hace	tres	meses.	–	I	finally	finished	reading	the	book	that	I	started	three	months	ago.	Actions	in	a	sequence	When	we	mention	several	past	actions	that
happened	in	succession,	regardless	of	how	long	each	one	may	have	taken,	each	action	had	to	start	and	finish	for	the	next	one	to	take	place.	Therefore,	we	use	the	Spanish	preterite	when	listing	a	sequence	of	past	actions.	Luego	de	hablar	con	él,	sus	amigos	fueron	a	su	casa	a	saludar,	dejaron	algo	de	comida	para	él	y	se	fueron.	–	After	talking	with	him,
his	friends	went	to	his	house	to	say	hello,	left	some	food	for	him,	and	then	left.	Recommended:	How	to	Learn	Spanish	Fast	in	2025	How	to	stop	confusing	preterite	vs	imperfect	A	common	problem	for	many	Spanish	students	is	knowing	which	past	tense	to	use:	preterite	vs	imperfect.	Let’s	just	do	a	quick	review	of	the	general	situations	for	when	to	use
preterite	in	Spanish	vs	when	to	use	imperfect.	Preterite	Past	completed	actions	An	event	that	interrupts	another	action	Series	of	completed	events	Imperfect	Ongoing	actions	Habitual	past	actions	Descriptions	or	background	information	that	sets	the	scene	for	a	second	action	Telling	time	or	age	in	the	past	We’ll	wrap	up	this	section	with	a	couple	of
Spanish	preterite	examples,	contrasted	with	imperfect	examples,	to	demonstrate	these	contexts.	Check	out	our	detailed	anti-confusion	guide	for	a	more	in-depth	explanation	on	when	to	use	preterite	vs	imperfect.	Preterite:	Me	comí	2	platos	de	cereal	antes	de	salir.	–	I	ate	2	bowls	of	cereal	before	going	out.	Imperfect:	Comía	mientras	esperaba	a	que
llegaran.	–	I	was	eating	while	I	waited	for	them	to	arrive.	Preterite:	Me	despedí,	cerré	la	puerta	y	me	fui	a	mi	trabajo.	–	I	said	goodbye,	closed	the	door,	and	left	for	work.	Imperfect:	Me	despedía	cuando	empezó	a	llover.	–	I	was	saying	goodbye	when	it	started	to	rain.	Spanish	preterite	tense	conjugations	Now	that	we’ve	seen	when	and	where	the
Spanish	preterite	is	used,	it’s	time	to	learn	how	to	conjugate	this	Spanish	past	tense.	While	this	section	may	look	long,	the	good	news	for	Spanish	learners	is	that,	aside	from	a	few	highly-irregular	verbs	that	need	to	be	learned	on	their	own,	most	preterite	Spanish	conjugations	can	be	grouped	into	just	three	sets	of	endings.	One	set	of	preterite	endings
applies	to	regular	-ar	verbs,	another	applies	to	regular	-er	and	-ir	verbs,	and	the	third	set	applies	to	most	verbs	with	irregular	preterite	stems.	We’ll	start	with	the	two	sets	of	regular	preterite	endings,	and	then	we’ll	learn	the	third	set	of	preterite	forms	along	with	the	irregular	stems	for	15	common	verbs.	We’ll	end	with	the	full	preterite	conjugation
charts	for	five	highly-irregular	verbs:	ir,	ser,	ver,	dar,	and	hacer.	Now	let’s	dive	in	to	our	full	lesson	on	Spanish	preterite	tense	conjugations!	Spanish	Preterite	Endings:	Regular	Verbs	When	dealing	with	regular	verbs,	there	are	only	two	sets	of	Spanish	preterite	endings	that	need	to	be	learned:	endings	for	-ar	verbs,	and	endings	for	-er	and	-ir	verbs.
Let’s	start	with	each	set	of	preterite	endings	for	regular	verbs.	Subject	Preterite	endings:	‑ar	verbs	Preterite	endings:	‑er	and	‑ir	verbs	yo	-é	-í	tú	-aste	-iste	él,	ella,	usted	-ó	-ió	nosotros	-amos	-imos	vosotros	-asteis	-isteis	ellos,	ellas,	ustedes	-aron	-ieron	Now	let’s	see	each	of	these	preterite	endings	applied	to	typical	regular	verbs.	We’ll	use	trabajar	(to
work),	entender	(to	understand),	and	vivir	(to	live)	to	demonstrate	our	regular	preterite	conjugations:	infinitive	trabajar	entender	vivir	Stem	trabaj-	entend-	viv-	yo	trabajé	entendí	viví	tú	trabajaste	entendiste	viviste	él,	ella,	usted	trabajó	entendió	vivió	nosotros	trabajamos	entendimos	vivimos	vosotros	trabajasteis	entendisteis	vivisteis	ellos,	ellas,
ustedes	trabajaron	entendieron	vivieron	Did	you	notice	that	the	first	person	plural	(nosotros)	endings	in	the	Spanish	preterite	tense	and	the	simple	present	tense	are	exactly	the	same	for	regular	-ar	and	-ir	verbs?	That’s	right!	Let’s	compare	both	tenses	with	their	nosotros	conjugations:	Simple	present	tense:	Nosotros	trabajamos	en	la	oficina.	–	We
work	at	the	office.	Preterite	past	tense:	Nosotros	trabajamos	en	la	oficina	esta	mañana.	–	We	worked	at	the	office	this	morning.	Simple	present	tense:	Nosotros	escribimos	una	carta.	–	We	write	a	letter.	Preterite	past	tense:	Nosotros	escribimos	una	carta	el	otro	día.	–	We	wrote	a	letter	the	other	day.	Normally,	native	speakers	can	differentiate	both
tenses	depending	the	context	of	the	sentence.	Often,	adverbs	of	time	are	included	as	helpful	hints	that	we’re	speaking	about	the	past,	such	as	ayer	(yesterday)	or	anoche	(last	night).	Spanish	preterite	endings:	Irregular	verbs	Throughout	Spanish	grammar,	there	are	some	irregular	verbs	that	must	be	conjugated	differently.	The	Spanish	preterite	tense
is	no	different.	Fortunately,	we	have	one	main	set	of	preterite	endings	that	apply	to	a	majority	of	irregular	verbs:	the	only	thing	that	needs	to	be	memorized	is	the	irregular	stem.	That	being	said,	there	are	several	subsets	of	irregular	preterite	conjugations	that	follow	slightly	different	rules.	In	the	next	section	we’ll	cover	five	of	the	most-important
Spanish	verbs	that	exhibit	highly-irregular	preterite	conjugations,	while	for	the	others	we’ll	point	you	to	our	dedicated	post	that	looks	specifically	at	the	different	groups	of	irregular	preterite	verbs.	Here’s	our	set	of	Spanish	preterite	tense	endings	for	the	majority	of	irregular	verbs:	Subject	Preterite	endings:	irregular	verbs	yo	-e	tú	-iste	él,	ella,	usted	-
o	nosotros	-imos	vosotros	-isteis	ellos,	ellas,	ustedes	-ieron	Since	we	need	the	stem	in	order	to	apply	these	irregular	Spanish	preterite	conjugations,	let’s	review	15	of	the	most	common	irregular	verbs	to	see	their	stems.	Since	these	are	such	important	verbs,	we	have	specific	posts	that	examine	many	of	them	in	detail.	Where	we’ve	included	links,	click
through	to	go	deep	on	these	Spanish	verbs!	At	the	end	of	this	chart	of	irregular	preterite	verbs,	we’ll	provide	example	preterite	sentences	in	Spanish	with	each	one.	Verb,	Spanish	Irregular	stem	English	andar	anduv-	to	walk,	to	go	about	estar	estuv-	to	be	componer	compus-	to	compose	contener	contuv-	to	contain	descomponer	descompus-	to	break
down	detener	detuv-	to	stop,	to	detain	disponer	dispus-	to	provide	poder	pud-	to	be	able	to	poner	pus-	to	put	proponer	propus-	to	propose	querer	quis-	to	want	to	tener	tuv-	to	have	saber	sup-	to	know	prevenir	previn-	to	prevent	venir	vin-	to	come	Now,	for	all	of	the	irregular	verb	stems	we’ve	seen	here,	presented	in	the	same	order	as	above,	let’s	see
some	preterite	examples	in	Spanish.	Notice	that	regardless	of	the	stem,	they	all	just	take	the	same	preterite	endings	(in	bold)	that	we	saw	in	the	conjugation	chart.	Anduve	muy	ocupado	toda	la	tarde.	–	I	was	running	around	very	busily	the	entire	afternoon.	Estuve	en	mi	casa	hasta	la	tarde.	–	I	was	at	home	until	the	afternoon.	Él	compuso	la	música



para	esta	película.	–	He	composed	the	music	for	this	movie.	No	contuve	mi	entusiasmo	cuando	lo	ví.	–	I	didn’t	contain	my	enthusiasm	when	I	saw	him.	El	televisor	se	descompuso	ayer.	–	The	television	set	broke	yesterday.	Por	suerte,	se	detuvieron	antes	de	chocar.	–	Luckily,	they	stopped	before	crashing.	Me	dispuse	a	terminar	esto	temprano.	–	I
decided	to	finish	this	early.	Pude	salir	de	la	casa	pero	había	mucho	tráfico.	–	I	was	able	to	leave	home	but	there	was	a	lot	of	traffic.	Puso	mucha	confianza	en	ti.	–	He	placed	a	lot	of	trust	in	you.	Propuse	algunas	idea	pero	no	sé	si	las	tomen	en	cuenta.	–	I	proposed	a	few	ideas	but	I	don’t	know	if	they’ll	be	taken	into	consideration.	Quise	traer	varios
juegos	pero	solo	encontré	este.	–	I	wanted	to	bring	a	few	games	but	I	only	found	this	one.	Tuve	un	sueño	muy	raro.	–	I	had	a	really	weird	dream.	Él	supo	cómo	organizar	todo.	–	He	knew	how	to	organize	everything.	Ellos	previnieron	el	accidente.	–	They	prevented	the	accident.	Viniste	desde	muy	lejos.	–	You	came	from	far	away.	Highly-irregular
preterite	conjugations	So	far,	we’ve	seen	the	three	sets	of	preterite	tense	endings	that	apply	to	most	verbs,	whether	regular	or	irregular.	Even	most	other	irregular	preterite	verbs	just	exhibit	slight	variations	of	what	we’ve	just	seen.	Fortunately	for	Spanish	learners,	there	aren’t	many	highly-irregular	verbs	that	need	to	be	learned	individually.	We’ll
introduce	the	following	ones	here:	ser	(to	be),	ir	(to	go),	dar	(to	vie),	ver	(to	see),	and	hacer	(to	do).	Ser	and	ir	are	identical,	dar	and	ver	are	similar,	and	hacer	has	a	stem	change.	Let’s	see	each	of	these	three	groupings	here.	Ser	and	Ir	preterite	conjugations	First,	take	a	look	at	this	preterite	conjugation	chart	for	ser	(to	be)	and	ir	(to	go):	Subject	ser	ir
yo	fui	fui	tú	fuiste	fuiste	él,	ella,	usted	fue	fue	nosotros	fuimos	fuimos	vosotros	fuisteis	fuisteis	ellos,	ellas,	ustedes	fueron	fueron	Did	you	notice	that	the	ir	and	ser	preterite	conjugations	are	exactly	the	same?	That’s	right!	So	how	do	we	differentiate	them?	It’s	all	about	context.	Ir	is	used	to	talk	about	going	or	leaving.	Ser	is	used	to	give
descriptions	that	are	rarely	subject	to	change.	So	how	does	this	work	when	you	have	to	rely	on	understanding	context	alone?	Native	speakers	intuitively	know	which	verb	is	being	used.	Even	when	the	context	is	known,	however,	Spanish	students	still	often	find	it	confusing	to	know	which	verb	is	being	used,	since	the	conjugations	for	ir	and	ser	look
exactly	the	same.	A	reasonably	easy	and	effective	trick	to	tell	these	verbs	apart	is	to	remember	is	that	the	verb	ir	is	used	when	something	moves	to	somewhere	else,	so	it	is	usually	followed	by	a	preposition	such	as	a,	or	alternatively	para.	By	comparison,	the	verb	ser	is	typically	followed	by	a	description.	Fueron	a	todos	los	conciertos	en	el	tour.
Necesitaron	bastante	dinero	para	eso.	–	They	went	to	every	concert	on	the	tour.	They	needed	a	lot	of	money	for	that	Mis	amigos	y	yo	fuimos	bomberos	por	muchos	años.	–	My	friends	and	I	were	firefighters	for	many	years.	Fui	a	ver	a	mi	vecino.	–	I	went	to	see	my	neighbor.	Fui	su	vecino	por	muchos	años.	–	I	was	his	neighbor	for	many	years.	Ver	and
Dar	preterite	conjugations	These	two	short	verbs	both	follow	the	same	preterite	form.	Notice	that	although	these	conjugations	resemble	endings	for	regular	-er	and	-ir	verbs,	the	first-	and	third-person	singular	preterite	conjugations	do	not	have	accents.	Subject	ver	dar	yo	vi	di	tú	viste	diste	él,	ella,	usted	vio	dio	nosotros	vimos	dimos	vosotros	visteis
disteis	ellos,	ellas,	ustedes	vieron	dieron	Hacer	preterite	conjugation	Hacer	is	one	of	the	most	common	Spanish	verbs.	It	has	an	irregular	form	in	the	first-person	singular	conjugation	of	the	simple	present	tense	(yo	hago),	and	an	irregular	preterite	form	in	the	third-person	singular	(hizo).	The	rest	of	the	hacer	preterite	endings	use	the	stem	hic-,
followed	by	the	endings	we	saw	for	other	irregular	verbs	in	the	last	section.	We	cover	this	verb	in	full	detail	in	our	post	on	hacer	conjugation.	Subject	hacer	yo	hice	tú	hiciste	él,	ella,	usted	hizo	nosotros	hicimos	vosotros	hicisteis	ellos,	ellas,	ustedes	hicieron	Conclusion:	Preterite	tense	Spanish	Today’s	post	covered	everything	you	need	to	know	about
the	Spanish	simple	past	tense	known	as	the	preterite.	We	started	off	by	asking	what	is	the	preterite	tense	in	Spanish:	el	préterito	indefinido	or	el	pasado	simple.	The	next	section	looked	at	when	do	you	use	preterite	in	Spanish.	For	the	most	part,	we	saw	that	the	Spanish	preterite	tense	is	used	when	describing	past	actions	that	have	been	completed,
including	when	listing	a	series	of	past	actions.	Then	we	got	into	the	preterite	conjugations	Spanish	uses	for	regular	and	irregular	verbs.	We	saw	that	regular	verbs	have	just	two	sets	of	preterite	Spanish	endings,	while	most	irregular	verbs	have	a	third	set	of	preterite	endings.	We	saw	the	preterite	stems	for	some	of	the	most	important	irregular
preterite	verbs,	and	then	we	took	a	closer	look	at	five	highly-irregular	preterite	tense	conjugations:	ir,	ser,	ver,	dar,	and	hacer.	We	also	included	a	quick	review	of	the	two	simple	Spanish	past	tenses:	preterite	vs	imperfect,	noting	that	the	imperfect	is	generally	used	for	unfinished	or	ongoing	actions.	In	that	section,	as	well	as	throughout	the	post,	we
provided	links	to	some	of	our	other	detailed	posts	covering	specific	lessons	that	we	referenced	here.	Through	all	this,	you	should	now	have	a	good	grasp	of	the	Spanish	preterite	tense:	how	to	recognize	it,	when	to	use	it,	and	how	to	apply	each	preterite	conjugation.	We	encourage	you	to	practice	this	Spanish	past	tense	whenever	you’re	speaking,	and
to	notice	it	whenever	you	read	spanish	text.	For	now,	we’ll	leave	you	with	a	set	of	exercises	to	put	your	new	preterite	conjugation	knowledge	into	practice!	Spanish	preterite	practice	exercises	A	lot	of	today’s	post	on	preterite	tense	Spanish	focused	on	conjugation.	Now	it’s	time	to	practice	using	the	Spanish	preterite	tense	by	applying	the	correct
conjugations	in	each	of	these	sentences.	We	provide	the	verb	for	each	of	the	preterite	examples	in	Spanish,	and	we’re	helping	you	out	by	including	the	stem	for	all	of	the	irregular	preterite	verbs.	If	we	don’t	mention	the	stem,	then	the	verb	has	a	regular	preterite	form.	The	answers	and	translations	are	below.	1.	Yo	le	_____	ese	libro	a	Claudia.	(prestar)
2.	Nosotros	_____	al	restaurante.	(ir:	highly	irregular)	3.	Tú	le	_____	un	regalo	a	mi	madre	en	su	cumpleaños.	(dar:	highly	irregular)	4.	Ayer	_____	en	la	piscina	con	unos	amigos.	(estar:	estuv-)	5.	No	_____	muy	amigas	en	la	universidad.	(ser:	highly	irregular)	6.	No	_____	nada	de	lo	que	pasaba.	(entender)	7.	Ella	_____	toda	la	tarde	sobre	eso.	(hablar)	8.	No
_____	lo	que	debía.	(pagar)	9.	De	pequeño	no	_____	perro,	pero	sí	_____	otras	mascotas.	(tener:	tuv-;	tener:	tuv-)	10.	Ellos	_____	por	mucho	tiempo.	(viajar)	11.	Yo	_____	que	tenía	que	irme	de	inmediato.	(sentir)	12.	Eso,	nosotros	lo	_____	entre	los	dos.	(hacer:	highly	irregular)	13.	Yo	_____	temprano,	disculpa.	(salir)	14.	Ustedes	_____	por	la	ventana	justo	a
tiempo.	(mirar)	15.	Open-ended	question	for	more	preterite	practice:	¿Qué	hiciste	la	semana	pasada?	Preterite	conjugation	practice:	Answers	1.	Yo	le	presté	ese	libro	a	Claudia.	–		I	lent	that	book	to	Claudia.	2.	Nosotros	fuimos	al	restaurante.	–	We	went	to	the	restaurant.	3.	Tú	le	diste	un	regalo	a	mi	madre	en	su	cumpleaños.	–	You	gave	my	mom	a	gift
on	her	birthday.	4.	Ayer	estuviste	en	la	piscina	con	unos	amigos.	–	Yesterday	you	were	at	the	pool	with	some	friends.	5.	No	fuimos	muy	amigas	en	la	universidad.	–	We	were	not	good	friends	in	college.	6.	No	entendí	nada	de	lo	que	pasaba.	–	I	did	not	understand	what	was	happening.	7.	Ella	habló	toda	la	tarde	sobre	eso.	–	She	talked	the	entire	afternoon
about	that.	8.	No	pagué	lo	que	debía.	–	I	didn’t	pay	what	I	had	to.	9.	De	pequeño	no	tuve	perro,	pero	sí	tuve	otras	mascotas.	–	As	a	kid	I	didn’t	have	a	dog,	but	I	did	have	other	pets.	10.	Ellos	viajaron	por	mucho	tiempo.	–	They	traveled	for	a	long	time.	11.	Yo	sentí	que	tenía	que	irme	de	inmediato.	–	I	felt	that	I	had	to	leave	immediately.	12.	Eso,	nosotros
lo	hicimos	entre	los	dos.	–	We	did	that,	the	two	of	us.	13.	Yo	salí	temprano,	disculpa.	–	I	left	early,	sorry.	14.	Ustedes	miraron	por	la	ventana	justo	a	tiempo.	–	You	looked	out	the	window	right	on	time.	15.	What	did	you	do	last	week?	For	completed	actions,	including	those	listed	in	sequence,	be	sure	to	use	the	Spanish	preterite	tense!


